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BROMLEY MELMO?1’ 
A NOVEL. 


[Embellithed with a beautiful Exanavine. 


TT 


CHAP. I. 
rit? BENEVOLENT COTTAGER-——iHE DISTREST WANDERFR-—-AND TRE 
COUNTRY CLERGYMAN, 


YN the middle of the moft dreary moor to be found through- 
Jk out the whole county of Cornwall, and beneath a clump 
of venerable firs, {tood the fhattered remains of a cottage, 
which had for twenty years afforded thelter for the humble fa- 
mily of Paul Butley. In the ufeful and laborious occupation | 
of a wooc-cutter, he contrived to fupport a wife and three ii 
children in a {tate ot comfortable decency ; luxury or elegance | 
being words with which they were wholly unacquainted. 
Bridget was, indeed, a good-natured, notable woman, who 
loved to have every thing cleanly and comfortable about her; 
and more healthy, tidy-looking little ones were not to be 
found, for thirty miles round,- than her own. 
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One c id, ftormy niy t, atthe clofe of autumn, Paul being 
rather later abfent than fe J, ong. et bepan to be filled with 
unealy apprehenfions concerning his , fafery, and, in order to 
make his home as chearful as po Ril le for him againit his re- 
turn, prepared a jug of hot elder wine, of her own manufac- 
turing, knowing it to be a beverage of which he was exceed- 
ingly { fond. As it began to get dark her terrors increafed; 
and after looking out every way herfelf, the fent her eldett 
fon, Tommy (a fine chu bby-faced boy )s into the wood, de- 
firing him to holloa, and know if his father was coming.— 
The boy came running back in a few minutes, and, putting a 
young child into her hand, faid— My daddy told me to 
rin on with this baby; he is bringing a woman along as fait 
as he can.”’ 

He had {carce finifhed fpeaking before Paul came in fight, 
bearing in his arms a female, to all appearance dead. 

“© My good dame,” faid he, entering, “ {tir yourfelf, and 
get fome medicine for this poor foul. I fou ind her lying in 
this (tate ort {tthe fnow, and I fear the is frozen to death. 
I have had the " utmott difficulty in bringing her along. But, 
is the infant fafe ?” 

sridpet Sased him it was, and configned it to his care, 
while the chafed the hands and temples of the ftranger with 
fpirits, and adminiftered a little of the wine that was jo for- 
tunately ready, both to the woman and infant; the latter of 
whom was in a fair way of doing well; but the former they 
found, to their infinite concern, was too tar gone for recove- 
ry, and, although fhe did not expire immediately, lived not 
to utter any articulate found. The diftreft cottagers gazed 
on cach other with difmay, while pity fupprefied every felfith 
concern. 

“ Merciful Goodnefs!” cried Bridget, “ what is now to 
be done? We are ina pretty fituation with a poor child 
here, and ro one to take care of it !”’ ‘ 

‘‘ I hope, Bridget,” replied Paul, “ you will not refufe 
to do that, fhould we find none clfe more willing. But let 
us fearch the pockets.” 
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They did fo; but, to their great mortification, found 
them to contain only a few halfpence, a filver thimble, and 
aw ivory tablet, upon the firft leaf of which was written— 

‘ Frances Melmot, 1792,’ and fome memor. ING UtR, evidently 
written fo as not to be underftood by any one but the writer. 
No fatisfaction was to be derived from this, and they mutually 
turned a defponding look upon the corpfe before them : ——1t 
was the remains of a lovely young woman, apparently not 
more than three and twenty. fer perfon was thin, and 
emaciated, but genteelly made ; and her drefs was plain and 
neat, but not at all adapted for travelling, though the ftate of 
her {hoes denoted that fhe had walked far. 

The child naturally became the next object of their atten- 
tion. It was a pretty little boy, not more than two or three 
months old. tis cloaths were good, but worn and difco- 
Joured ; and over his left eye-brow wasa deep {car, the only 
particular mark about him. How to act they were entirely 
ignorant. Their income was fcarcely fufficient to fupport 
their own family ; but humanity forbade them to turn an in- 
nocent and helplefs infant out to ftarve. After much confide- 
ration, Paul at length fuggefted an expedient, which was to 
go to Saltahh, of which Mr. Bromley was rector, and ac- 
quaint him with the particulars, not doubting but that, as he 
was a pious, good man, he would give them the beft advice. 
Accordingly Paul fet out for the Parfonage, and, finding 
Mr. Bromley, related to him the whole advewture; afking 
his opinion. 

“6 ‘] know not, indeed, my honeft friend,’ replied the 
Reétor, in anfwer to Paul's folicitous enquiries, ** what you 
can do, However, I will draw up an advertifement, ftating 
the circumftances, which I will get inferted in the papers.— 
But firft 1 will accompany you home, and make fome fur- 
ther inveftigation into this m ftery.” 

Paul being perfedtly well fatisfied with this Pyeng 
they both repaire ‘d to the cott: age. Bridget had {tripped th 
body, and laid it out decently in the beft room, and now tet 
giving food to the foundling, while her own children gathered 
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round, tu admire ; ine thare the repalt of the little itranger. 
‘The arrival of the Clergyman di fen led the timid group, who 
ammediately rettred to a 1 ipecttul diftance, while Paul put 


into Mr. Brom! y’s hands the memorials they had found on 
the deceafed. ‘The countenance of the Rector changed as he 
looked on the fignature ia the tablet, and he defired to fce 
the defunct. Pridget removed the cloth which covered her 
face: in an initant he fi uted, turned pale, and a tear trem- 
bl. d in his CVc. le {foo ped n Laren, and took a minute {ure 
vey of every feature, enmeniiii, in a broken voice— 

“ Strance recollection!  Yetit cannot be! No-~no— 
‘tis impoflible! But the name .”’ Then turning to 
Paul and Dridget, who ftood viewing him in mute furprife, 
he fail —<* My pood friend the figure before us reminds me 
fo {trongly of a dear and only relative, that I cannot fupprefs 
the emotions which remembrance excites. The circum(tance 
has made a deep impreflion on my mind, and I am determine 
ed not to flight the monitor within me; whether my fufpi- 
cions are jut, or not, I am confirmed in the intentions I 
from the firlt moment adopted. This unh 'apPy female fhall 
be interred with ali proper dec osuen in our pari fh charch, the 
expence of which ] will myfelf be anfwerable for, as alfo for 





the maintenance of the child, which I hope you will favour 
me by taking charge of, as you know I have no family of = 
own, neither am I likely to have any; fo that I can very well 


{pare ii ic Lil f hi’ annual inconie, us my Own Wants are 


Paul aJuved him, ard with fincerity, that both himfelf and 
wife were hearty willing to keep the child, in their poor 
war, as long as it lved, without cdefiring any emeolument ¢ 
which he contidered as rendering an act of charity mankind 
fiould always be ready to fhew to each other in time of neccf 
{ y ( wo Iwi Brom! it to {ta 
conitunt'y reminded them from t ipit, and by t 
tic yt hi qa. i . 
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far y to perform the facred ceremony him felf, and to give the 
infant his own firname with that of Melmot. This done, he 
ordered every thing neceflary for the funeral, and in the 
courfe of a week the remains of the unfortunate wanderer 
were interred in the burial ground of the parish church with 
pious folemnity. 

About three days after the burial a ftranger demanded ; 
audience of Mr. Bromley: he was admitt ed, and, in iis 
broad Cornith diale&, faid he came in confe equence of an ad- 
vertifement that had been feen by one of his cuftomers in the 
newipaper; for the good man himfelf, although he kept the 
Black Lion, could not read He then proceeded thus with 
lus information: 

** And zo, reverend Zur, you mult know az how a young 
woman, zuch az was tould of in yore papur, came to my 
houz about a fortneight agone. Zhe had a young child in 
her arms, and zeemed to be much troubled in her mind, for 
zhe did nothing but write bits and fcraps of papar, and burn 
om again; and, all I could do, I could make her take no- 
thing but a glafs of zyder and a bun, for zhe zeemed main 
tired, but faid zhe could not zleep un zhe went to bed; 20, 
God forgive me, for I feared zhe was going to do zummut 
amifs with the child: zo, bezure, I was not zorry when zhe 
went away ; but before zhe went zhe gave this letter to my 
wife, and dezired her to zend it to the poft; but, zure 
enough, miftrefs forgot it, and here it is: zo if it be ofany 
zarvice to you, you be right welcome to un; for wife fhe be 
not larned enough to underitand zuch foine w riting. 

Mr. Bromley took the letter with eagernels, and, giving 
the man fomething for his trouble, difmifled him, not with- 
ing to expofe his feeli nes be ‘tore the Ip norant inn-kee per. He 
was no fooner out of fi: oht than he haftily broke the feal — 
His emotions may be imagined on reading the following : 


“ To the Hon. Auguflus Montague, Bath. 


“ Reap! read! cruel Montague! It is the injured Fanny 
Bromley who now, probably for the lait time, addreffes you. 
1 3 Tis 
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"Tis her, whom you once {wore to protect with your life and 
fortune ; ka sag you now Jeave the haplefs victim of her cre- 
dulity. Tlow much I once loved, the implicit confidence | 
pla ed in your honour may evince. So much dol now de- 
telt the wretch, who can forget vows regiitered in Heaven, 
and plight his perjured faith at the altar to another! You 
are married! Well, well never may my image rife to 
diiturb your tra nguility. Allin my power ‘fhall be done to in- 
fure you peace in this world ; every pledge of your attach- 
ment flali be dettroyed, but one ah! the thought chills 
MEm—— Your child! But IT wall remove it far, far trom your 
fight. | will feck m 'y muc heiajured father; the dear, venerable 
man, that was abandoned by bi unnatural daughter for a falfe, 
defigning villain! Him wil 1 feek, and protirate on the 
earth implore that forgivenefs—I have granted you! ! 
“ VFarewel, Aug cultus, farewel ! I feel this Jaft thock 
will be too much for me. Can I but reach my father’s firit, 
twill be enough. I have no money; your lait fupply is ex- 
eaihed, and I will draw for no more; [have no longer a 
right to it—I would not wrong your wite! At Plymouth I 
fold your picture, which defrayed the expences of my journey 
hither, and now all is expended. No matter—I can walk; 
though they tell nie tis bitter cold, I feel it not; lam burn- 
ing with heat, and | fear to feorch my infant when | prefs my 
lips to hiss Ah! Montague, when you receive tive, I fhall 
be cold enough! Ihave wandered a great way, and I am 
very tired. ‘Ie is my op inion the people think me mad ; for 
when | afk my road, they laugh, and {tare at me {o rudely, 
iat | feel the tears feald my checks !————_Oh!_ when {hall 
I tind rett 1? 








The firft impulfe Mr. Bromley felt upon the perufal of this, 
vis to haften to Bath, to which place the letter was direét- 
cd, and feck the deftroyer of his fifter ; but the recollection, 
that he might, perhaps, involve an innocent woman in the 
confequences of a ufelefs revenge, reitrained his juft. indigna- 
tion; and he judged, that the belt way to fhew his love for 
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the lott Fanny, would be by becoming himfelf a father to 
he child. He according! yy ny refealed the letter, and wrote in 
tae enveld pe 


“Tre unhappy object of your perfidy is, indeed, 
nomore. Her child {hil lives, and, while you onnhe to make 
any er iquiries after it, fhall be well protect ted ; but the mo. 
ment you prefume to interfere, you may expect the chaitile- 
ment you deferve, from the injured 


Sulasl, Nov. 22. “ Henry Dromeiey.” 


This he font off immediately, and, receiving no anfwer, 
concluded that re rue was well p!eafed to pet rid of the 
trouble ; * he cfore folely direted his attention to his ne- 
phew. The child throve well under the care of the faithful, 
honelt Bridget, who protefted that fhe loved litde Bromley 
next to her own ‘Tommy ; a diftiaction the little urchin foon 
underflood, and availed himfelf of to the full trial of her in- 
dulgence. By affociating with his humble companions, be- 
tween whom and his nephew Mr. Bromley ordered that no 
fort of diftingtion fhould be made, he-Jearned activity and in- 
duftry ; his iti limbs were {trenethened by exercife, while 
homely food and pure air gave a frefhnefs to his looks, that 
received additional beauty from the good humour and cheerfu'- 
nefs which always be amed in his countenance. According 
to a fyem of education mott approved by himielf, the Rec- 
tor forbore to meddle with the intelleGtual faculties of his 
charge, and young Lromile y attained his tenth year before he 
could read a column in the Primer. Nature, however, no 
longer able to bear reftraint, was gradually athiling his pro- 
gre {s; and Mr. Bromley, f{cizing the aufptci ious moment, no 
longer deferred thofe inftrugions which he was fo well quali- 
fie d to impart, and his pupil toreceive. Bromley was there- 
fore led by the hand to the parfonage, followed by his fofter- 
brothers, the eldefl of whom Mr. Coaie favoured with his 


patronage, 
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patronage, and who now being a promifing lad of eighteen, 
was of confiderable fervice to the Rector upon many oc- 
cafions. 


CHAP. Il. 


THE PARSONAGE FAMILY ANECDOTES——AND THE OFFICIOUS HOUSF- 
KEEPER. 


THE parfonage was a neat little brick building, pleafantly 
fituated, with a garden laid out both ufeful and ornamental. It 
was ereéted near the ruins of an old monaftery. In the par- 
den Mr. Bromley had ratfed a little rural and romantic piece 
of archite&ture, which was called a fummer-houfe, the inte- 
rior being adapted for tea-drinking, mufic, er drawing, being 
in view of a beautiful pifturefque fandfcape ; round the bot- 
tom were feats, roughly hewn in what appeared to be folid 
rock, and rendered impervious to the fun by the thick boughs 
of woodbine that fhaded the alcove, and almoft obfcured its 
entrance. The infide was not lefs commodious than its 
exterior was fimple: an excellent library, a telefcope, harp- 
fichord, and a fet of beautiful drawings, being the ornaments: 
added to which were the pictures of the late Reétor and his 
daughter. 

George Bromley, the late Reftor, was a pious, charitable 
man: his property was finall, but his integrity and rectitude 
of morals extreme. He had loft, in his twenty-eighth year, 
an excellent and beloved wife ; a blow, that, for fome time, 
deprived him of happinefs. In purfuance of that religion he 

tofeffed, his refignation conquered his grief, and the welfare 
of thofe dear pledges the left behind became his chief care.— 
Henry, the elder, was fent to Cambridge, where he received 


a claflical education; while Frances, the younger, at the age 
of eighteen, fuperintended her father’s houfe. 

At onc of his vacations Henry brought with him to D—, 

a fellow collegian, a youth of pleafing appearance, and fafci- 

nating manners. Ona mind fo inexperienced as was the pen- 

tle Fanny's, his tender and infinuating behaviour made a deep 

impreflion ; 
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imprefiion ; and, not fufpecting that her dear Henry could 
have fo little penetration as to profefs friendthip for a liber- 
tine, fhe heard his profefhons with pleafure,and acknowledged a 
reciprocity of efteem. Elated with his fuceefs, Auguflus 
Montague returned with Henry to College, and then acknow- 
ledged his attachment to Frances. Highly pratified at the 
profpect of fuch a {plendid eftablifhment for his dear filter, he 
promifed his afliftance, and heightened the pafhon already 
kindled, by a well-meant enumeration of her merits. In 
compliance with Montague’s requelt, he readily agreed to 
promote a correfpondence between them, which, under the 
fanction of a brother fo revered, Fanny innocently confented 
to. ‘his clandeftine proceeding was at length difcovered by 
the Rector, whofe firft reproachful word to Pree was, the 
accufation of her duplicity. Gentle and timid, fhe funk un- 
der his anger, and promifed to be guided implicitly by his 
judgment. 

Mr. Bromley immediately wrote to Henry, defiring a jult 
account of the family and expedations of Moskares' repre- 
hending him feverely as the abettor of this deceit. To this 
Henry returned a warm and juft vindication of his own inno- 
cence ; alledging, that his friend, who had juft then left Col- 
lege to commence his travels, was of a refpectable family, 
nearly allied to’ the firft nobility in the kingdom, and that his 
expectations were great, and far fuperior to what his fitter 
(notwithitanding her merit and beauty) was likely to obtain. 
‘This letter Mr. Bromley gave to his daughter, who waited 
eaperly the decifion. Her eyes beamed with joy as fhe per- 
uled It. <semme 

‘ Deluded pirl !’’ exclaimed her father: “ you appear 
pleafed at what is, in reality, the final deltruétion of all 
your hopes.’? 

She tharted——** How, Sir!’? the cried: “ is not 
Montague —-"" 

“To great,” faid Bromley, interrupting her, © for the 
humble Fanny Bromley to dare lift her hopes. ‘Think you, 
girl, that his parents would ever confent to his union with the 
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daughter of a country clergyman—or that your father could 
be mean cnough to defeat the intentions of his parents, for 
the gratification of his own child? No, Fanny—lI may be 
called proud, inflexible ; and I may de miferable; but I will 
never be bafe! You fee Montague no more with my per- 
mifhon. ‘This night | write to forbid all further correipond- 
ence.” 

The afflicted girl heard no more, but funk at his feet in a 
{tate of inienfibility. Now, then, the father’s feelings burft 
forth: he hung over her, and bathed her pale face with tears 
of anguifh: but, immoveable in his refolves, not even the 
deplorable fituation of his darling child could caufe his lips to 
utter a promife his heart forbade him to ratify. He carried 
her with his own arms to her chamber, and laying her on 
the bed, fent forth a fervent though filent petition for the re- 
ftoration of her peace. For fome time fhe continued danger- 
oufly ill, A low nervous fever fettled upon her, which 
threatened to baffle the {kill of the moft eminent phyfician the 
place afforded. When the weather permitted, fhe was oblig- 
ed, for the benefit of her health, to walk in the air. On 
thofe occafions, her favourite ramble was to the hermitage in 
the wood, on the bank of the river, where fhe hadffirft heard 
profefhons of love from the lips.of her Auguftus, There it 
was fhe feated herfelf, and re-perufed the fragments of let- 
ters which the had {natched from deftru€tion, when configned 
to the flames by her rigid father. Abforbed in thought, the 
was alarmed by the found of approaching feet: fearing the 
difcovery of her hidden treafure, the {tarted up, and would 
have fled, when her aftonithed eyes were arrefted by the 
figure of Auguitus kneeling before her. She fcreamed with 
an impulfe of joy and terror, and, but for his fupporting 
arms, muft have fallen to the ground. 

“© My deareit love, be compofed,’’ cried he, prefiing his 
lips to her cheek, which glowed with fhame at the freedom— 
“ reltrain this emotion—think what would be the confe- 
quence, were I to be difcovered l:ere. 1 came to take leave 
of the only object dear to me in England.” 
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She ditengaged hertelf from his arms, and with cyes filled 
with tears, fhe could ouly fay“ Are youthen, Auguitus, 
indeed, going ?” 

« Yes,” replied he ; “ and perhaps we never meet again 
—unlets " 

He paufed, with apparent confafion. 

* Oh, fay,”’ the cried, inadvertently, “ what can be 
done to prevent it ?” 

« You will fhare my fortunes,” he returned, fixing his 
eyes on her with an expreflion of melancholy tendernefs that 
pierced her to the heart. After a fhort ftruggle with her 
feelings, her fenfe of propriety guided her utterance, andy in 
a determined voice, fhe faid— 

“ Then, farewel, Auguitus——-We mutt, indeed, part.” 

Again he fnatched her to his bofom—“* No—no—my 
Fanny A chaife and four now waits to convey us far, far 
trom hence—When you are my wife, who thall dare to part 
us? Say but the word, my love, and we fly to happinefs !|—~ 
hefitate, and you love me not.” 

Her exceilive agitation almoft choaked her: at length the 
could jult articulate—** Indeed, Auguftus, I would facrifice 
my own happinefs to yours. But, oh, my father !!” 

Her emotions fo entirely overcame her, that fhe fainted in 
his arms. Determined to fecure the lovely prize, he con- 
veved her to the carriage, which drove off with full {peed, 
and, barely ftopping to take neceflary reft, reached Dover, 
where they embarked in a packet for Calais before the alto- 
niihed Frances had time for recollection. 

Language is inadequate to exprefs the affliction of Mr. 
Bromley upon the difcovery of his daughter’s elopement.__— 
All purfuit was fruitlefs after the fugitives, who, he learned 
trom the villagers, had travelled with the utmoft rapidity.— 
Henry was immediately recalled from College, and had the 
horror to be deprived, almoft in one hour, of two dear rela- 
tives; for Mr. Bromley, in the paroxyf{m of his grief, burft 
a blood-veficl, and expired in four and twenty hours after “ 
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arrival of his fon, rathly heaping curfes with his laft breath 
on his devoted daughter. 

Henry Brownley then took orders, and continued to per- 
form the duties of his calling. His heart had never yielded 
to the impulfe of the gentle pafhion, and a lite of celibacy had 
now become his fixed determination. ‘Three years elapfed 
without any intelligence of the loft Fanny; and although a 
tender regret ever accompanied her ressembrance, the poign- 
ancy of grief which at firflt pervaded the fufceptible mind of 
Henry gradually wore away, till all his feelings were awaken- 
ed by the adventure of Paul Butley. What then pafled has 
already been related, and Bromley was accordingly brought 
to the Reétory, where the care of his equipment was confign- 
ed to Mrs. Nettleby, Mr. Bromley’s houfe-keeper, who, not 
happen ng to be a confidential fervant, looked upon the young 
itranger with an eye of very little complacency ; muttering to 
herfelf (as Mr. Bromley ordered her to take particular care of 
his nephew } 

‘© Nephew, indeed! Some folks, to be fure, thinks other 
folks are blind; but I have feen enough of the world to know 
what parfons are ; and, mayhap, my matter, with all his fanc- 
tity, may be no better than the reft: though, thank God, 
neither the fin nor fhame is mine; and fo long as he behaves 
decently and mode(tly to me, what need I care? Yet, to be 
fure, there is no knowing, in this wicked world, what peo- 
ple might fufpect ; for, as they fay in the play, * if an angel, 
in the {hape of woman, fhould walk this world, yet defanme 
tion would ? 

Mrs. Nettleby was here interrupted in the middle of her 
foliloquy by the entrance of Mr. Bromley, who came, with 
a glow of expectation in his looks, to view the alteration the 
mafculine habit had effected in his darling; nor can a more 
lovely figure be imagined, than our littlk hero, now juit 
emerging from a flate of infancy. His complexion was a 
clear brown; the expreflion of his well-formed features 


heightened by a pair of bright black eyes; his teeth imall, 
and 
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and of the molt perfect regularity and whitene(s ; ; the finenefs 
of his fhape giving him an air of dignity uncommon for fuch a 
child ; and the hy. indy manner in which he had been brought 
up giving a robuitnels to his limbs, and a glowing colour to 
his cheeks, 

Mr. Bromley loaded him with careffes, and, leading him to 
his {tudy, began to give him his firft leffons ; endeavouring to 
form his mind and manners to that perfection of which he 
himfelf was an example. He had the happinefs to find his 
young pupil daily improve in morality, and politenefs of de. 
portment ; and if Bromley Melmot had a fault, it was se 
of being too eafily led by the advice or example of others, 
fault which chiefly originated in the implicit obedieace Pe 
paid to the precepts of his uncle. 

Mrs, Nettleby, though not naturally of a bad difpofition, 
could not behold the prowing partiality of Mr Bromley for 
his protegée without a fenfation nearly bordering upon envy. 
To account for this, it may be neceflary to oblerve, that fhe 
was at this time but eight-and-thirty (according to her own 
reckoning) ; and though fhe was marked with the {mall-pox, 
and had a trifling caft in the eye, befides the deficiency of a 
few teeth, yet fhe did not conceive herfelf to be a very difa- 
ereeable perfon. 

Now, the Reétor was a man of fome property; a hand- 
fome, lively man, who had paffed his thirtieth year without 
having formed any lafting attachment. Was it not, therefore, 
poffible that her prudence, fenfe, and economy, might 1 in time 
influence him to exalt her from her prefent fituation, and per- 
mit her to bear the name of Bromley? All this was certain! 


/offble; but the introduction of this Pet deftroyed all glim- 


merings of its probability, and fhe gave herfelf up to the in- 
tluence of the moft acrimonious malevolence. What wil! not 
a difappointed woman attempt, if ignorant and unenlighten- 
ed? Need it, then, be wondered that Mrs. Nettleby deter- 
mined, by every method in her povggr, to get this formidable 
rival removed from the parfonage ? 
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Her firtt (tep to etfect this was, by mentioning, in her fa- 
miliar vilits in the neighbourhood, that Bromley was certainly 
nothing but an illegitimate fon of her mafter’s; that the re- 
femblance between them fully evinced it ; and that his excef- 
five fondnefs for the child even put it beyond adoubt. This 
being {peedily circulated, the flory, fpread in the wind, was 
ia a thort time re-wafted to the ears of Mr. Bromley, who, 
{peaking to Mrs, Nettleby one day on the fubject, faid, with 
a benignant {miule— 

“ Think not, my good Nettleby, that I am in the leaft 
moved at thefe idle reports: fo long as I conduct myfelf with 
due decorum in fulfilling the duties of my facred funétion, in 
which, thank Heaven, I have never been deficient; fo long 
as | have never been known, by the oldeft parifhioner in this 
town, to commit a fingle act of irregularity, it is unjuft of 
them to afperfe me upon bare fufpicion ; and were I to facri- 
fice an innocent child in the attempt to preferve my own 
name unblemifhed, I fhould commit an aét, for which I 


ought, indeed, to be cenfured by them, and for which my 
own conicience could never acquit me. Believe me, I pre- 
fer my own good opinion to that of any other individual.” 
Mrs. Nettleby was almoit filenced; but, ftill unwilling to 
drop a ne which fo much interefted her, the faid, with 
8 


a carelels air— 

“¢ Well, well —all that may be very true. But let me 
tell you, that it is fometimes beft to pleafe other people, efpe- 
cially when it is a matter of no confequence ; or, for inftance, 
why could not Bromley be fent to fchool ? It would fave you 
a deal of trouble; and I’m fure,”’ added fhe with a fignificant 
fhrug—“* it would fave me a great deal of {candal.’”’ 

At that moment Bromley, who had been out at play, came 
running in, his cheeks wet with tears, and his hands difco- 
loured with dirt. Mrs. Nettleby began to correét him for his 
appearance, but he rufhed palther to Mr. Bromley, who re- 
buked him very feverely. 

“ Sir—fir !"’—cried he, “ be not angry the boys, in 
playing about the churchyard, kicked down a new-railed 

+ grave. 
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grave : an old woman was fitting by it ; fhe comes there 
every morning, and cries over it; forthere, the fays, her 
Billy lies. Oh! ’twould have made your heart ache to fee 
her when they had deftroyed it. | How the poor foul knelt, 
and begged them not to {poil all the fod! But they only 
laughed at her; and Tom Wilfon, in particular (I fhall never 
like him again), called her a drunken old hag, and fet the 
boys to hoot, and pelt her too !”’ 

“ Well, but—” faid Mr. Bromley, “ what makes you 
in fuch a condition ?” 

Melmot hung his head, and, blufhing, faid— 

“ Why, Sir, when 1 faw the poor old creature fo main vexed, 
I tried with my hands to make the grave up again; but, fome- 
how, I could not do it right ; fo 1 am come to beg you will 
let Gregory help me.” 

Mr. er immediately confented, and fent him to find 
him ; when, aasan to Mrs. Nettleby, he faid— 

«What compeniation could the world make me for the 
lofs of that charming child? Do you think I would fuffer his 
difpofition to be {poiled by the pernicious examples of a pub- 
lic {chool? No—no !’ 

He then left her, and by his prefence in the churchyard 
difperfed the mob of boys collected round the old woman, 
whom, with his own arm, he aflifted to her cottage, Bromley, 
with looks of heartfelt exultation, carryifg her ftick before 


| them. [ Zo be continued. | 
> ee — 
4 APHORISMS. 

L, is to be yet miferable to wife for death ; but infinitely 
1e . more fo to fear it. 
o- F Confult Nature; it will teach you to be cantent without 
1S riches. Liften to Avarice, and it will teach you the art of 
e- “a poor and miferable in the midft of plenty. 

A mode/t deportment gains the «fleem of men ; but pride, or 

w affcation, their contempt. 
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EFFECTS OF MISTAKEN STNONT MY 
CONTINUED, 
PRIDE and VANITY. 





F all the miftakes fo common to fynonymy, T know 

of none more frequent than thofe arifing from a mifap- 
plication of the words Pride and Fanily, which, though un- 
productive of any fusal confequence, generally give a fale clue 
to the propenfitics we would elucidate. It is true they are 
fometimes combined in the difpofition; yet, if I may venture 
to fuggelt an opinion, founded in long and re ee obferva- 
tion, it appears to me that they differ effentially in dertvation 


and operation; for, when told of one whofe pride has been 
mentioned as proverbial, I have been much furprifed to fee in 
that very object the features only of exceflive vanity, as exhi- 
bited in the —- flaunting, chattering behaviour of a con- 


eeited creature. On the other hand, it has often occurred,, 
when bid to obferve the vaine/# mortal exifting, | have met 
only the gloomy air of authority; a folemn taciturnity and 
lofty demeanour. ‘l'be confolidation of thefe characters forms 
_ appearance truly whimfical; but, of all thefe in their 
ace. 

7 I thall now attempt to delineate the traits of thefe oppofite 
claimants, by giving to Pride a parent in Hereditary Greatnefs, 
who, after a feries of exiftence paffed in uncomfortable and 
almoft lonely ftate, took the refolution of vifiting the feveral 
courts of Europe, with an intention of uniting himfelf to a 
fuitable partner. The gloomy etiquette of Vienna was too 
much in his own {tile to be attracting; with the money-get- 
ting faces of Holland he was equally difgufted ; nor would 
they accede to his claim of refpect, as birth with them was 
but a fecondary confideration: nor could Spain produce a 
dime whofe livelinefs could turn his thoughts from the con- 
{tant contemplation of his own dignity. To France, then, 
he turned his fteps, and, in that gay and gallant court (where 
all his titles to notice were fully eltablifhed), he faw a falci- 
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nating female, and mixed the energy of his character by a 
anion with Folly. The fociety of this light and laughing ef- 
fence of frivolity foon difcovered to Hereditary Greatnefs his 
error:—her very ornaments became difpleafing; her perfon 
uninterefting; her origin doubtful, perhaps bafe; and he 
found that diflike, which little minds had before encouraged 
towards him, now fpreading among the higher ranks, fo that 
he was {careely fecured from contempt. 

From this ill-judged union {prung Pride and Vanity. The 
latter of thefe, who inherited all the mother’s fhewy attrac- 
tions, caught alfo her temper and difpofition; and while aim- 
ing at the lofty demeanour and real dignity of /7ereditary 
Greaine/s, the cap of Folly betrayed, by its jingling bells and 
flaunting feathers, her confanguinity to that fantaitical being. 
—Trom Pride, his father deduced a hope of future comfort, 
and connived at the:continual bickerings of his offspring, who 
naturally eftablifhed their animofity on the ground of that 
preference each enjoyed from their refpective favourers ; till, 
in the courfe of time, a fort of compromife took place, and 
they were permitted to try their power upon mortals, on 
condition that Pride was feldom to lofe fight of Vanity (this 
was Folly’s provifo); but it was the fecret with of his father 
that he might entirely drop his ridicalous companion, 

In England, where Pride met with a cordial reception, 
Vanity conceived herfelf higly injured; but im France, to 
which fhe directed her willing flight, her votaries were num- 
berlefs. ‘The engagements ,thefe beings were under not to 
live wholly feparate, could no cdhirwike be obferved than by 
alternately vifiting each other’s different rclidence; in the 
courfe of which their influence began to prevail, though not 
in an equal degree ; for Pride did his utmoft to prevent the 
wild and un{table opinions of Vanity from obtaining any con- 
fiderable power over his favourite Britons;: nor was his filler 
lets fedulous to preferve her ground in French difpofitions.— 
On one of his occafional vifits to. France, Pride, like his pre- 
deceffor, could not preferve his heart from the attractions of 
one Of his fifter’s yotaries ;. and - much was he blinded, as 
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ES 
to miltake the glances fhe diltributed among her trifling ad- 
mirers, as conveying a ferious fentiment when direéted to 
himfelf. Senfible of the important conqueft, Flirtilla en- 
creafed her intereft in the affeG@ions of Pride, by dropping a 
part of that giddy behaviour which fhe had copied from Va- 
nity; and the confequence proved very mortifying to Pride, 
as he often my Were the impofhibility of wholly preferving 
his character for gravity and ftate, while fubjeét to the frivo- 
lous interruptions of his confort. Their defcendants (who, 
however, were very few) proved heterogeneous and whimfi- 
eal. To the lowering but intelligent eye of Pride was added 
the turned-up nofe, and mouth extended by a difgufting grin 
of their mother’s tutor; and with Vanity's eager ftare, inflated 
Janguage, and the laboured ftrut of mock grandeur, was feen, 
at times, the withdrawing modeity of their father. 

Enraged at the difgrace he had brought on his own cha- 
racter by this motley coalition, Pride withdrew himfelf from 
the fly ridicule of Vanity and her pupils. His engagement 
with Folly could not induce him to remain at a court, where 
he was not only convicted of imbecility, but where he pof- 
fefled not a fuperior degree of influence; but the mifchief 
ftuck clofe—he could never after be wholly free from the 
interruption of Vanity, and his own inconfiftent defcendants, 
although the difference will ever remain ftrongly marked in 
the diverfified operations of Pride. and Vanity. i 








a 
ON TASTE. 


Who but rather turns 
To Heaven’s broad fire his unconftrained view, 
Than to the glimmering of a waxen flame ? AKENSIDE. 


WOULD aot be underftood to give a preference to the 
tulte for minute beauties, in oppofition to the magnificent 

and the fublime. All I contend for is, that, in the admira- 
tion of the former, theve is nothing derogatory of the greateft 


genius ; 
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genius; and that a truly comprehenfive mind is that which 


can embrace 








** All forms, the vaft, and the minute.’ 


It is pofible to look at Jittlenefs, and to pore upon the 
fpecks by which we are immediately furrounded, until our 
powers of vifion become fo contracted, that we cannot take 
in large, nor difcern diftant obje&s. ‘The woodman finds the 
fame difficulty in holding a penknife that attends the courtier 
who would grafp an axe. You fee then, my lady, that it 
is much eafier to apply the {cope of our intelleé to any parti- 
cular purfuit, than to comprehend with equal facility, and 
feel with equal poignancy, the various kinds of excellence 
which every department of the aniverfe exhibits. Thus we 
have great dotanifls, great mathematicians, &c. but rarely 
great men. ‘The botanilt is apt to drill the vegetable world 
into ranks, till he forgets the charms of the piéturefque ; and 
the profound mathematician is commonly dead to every thing 
which cannot be afcertained by lines and figures. A genius 
capacious enough to enjoy every tafte, and every fcience, ne- 
ver exilted: he who aims at it muft, in many refpects, be fu- 
perficial in his attentions; yet he enjoys as much pleafure, 
and may be as ufeful, as he who devotes all his refearches to 
one object. ‘The latter, however, is defirable for thofe who 
are to feek emolument from their {tudies; and, indeed, the 
mind of man is fo apt to take this ealier bent, that the con- 
trary is a danger from. which the adventurer fcarcely need be 
warned. When firlt we furvey treafures of {cience, and re- 
vel amid the charms of tafte, we rove, delighted with the no- 
velties, and fcarcely look at one before we leave it for another. 
But our range has not been long, ere we refign ourfelves to 
fome particular attachment; and what firft participated oar 
rapture, is only, and in fome inftances rarely, our recrea- 
tion—the charm of an idle hour, or accidental meeting. 
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THE WIDOW AND HER SON. 


A POPULAR TURKISH TALE. 








A N aged widow had an only fon, who repeatedly tranf- 

grefled the rules enjoined in the facred Koran to-be 
obferved by all true believers: he neglected the cuftomary 
ablutions, he gave no alms, and ate meat before the ftars ap- 
peared during the holy faft of Ramadan,* ‘ when the gates 
of Paradife are open and thofe of Hell are thut;’ he intoxi- 
cated himfelf with opium and wine, and bowed not his body 
to the omnipotent 4//ah, the maker of the world. 

His mother, rendered fuperlatively unhappy by his mif- 
conduct, tried numberlefs methods to reclaim him, but with- 
out effect. At laft, with great difficulty, fhe prevailed on 
him, when he committed a dad action, to drive a nail into 
the wall of his chamber, and when he performed a good ac- 
tion to take one out. In a fhort time the wall was nearly 
covered with the marks of his guilt; but the worft people 
may become the beft. After a long time had elapfed, he be- 
gan to refrain from his evil courfes, and conduéted himfe!f 
with fo much propriety, that the nails gradually diminifhed, 
and were at laft all drawn out; of which circumftance he 
exultingly informed his venerable parent, who, with the 
greateft compofure, addreffed him as follows : 

“© My fon,” faid the, * you have, it is truc, dutifully at- 
tended to my advice, and entered into the pleafant paths of 
virtue ; but be not too proud that the nails are all drawn out, 
for the marks where they Aave deen {till remain ; fo, likewife, 
the odium of your former mifconduct will not be erafed from 
your charaéter, unlefs you continue to purfue the road to the 
bleffed waters of Paradife, and never replunge into the dread- 
ful gulph of pollution, from which you have fortunately 


efcaped.”’ 
entonville. S. B. 


* During the moon of Ramadan the Mahomedans neither eat, drink, 
fmoke, nor wafh their mouths, nor even {wallow their fpittle, till the 
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FRAGMENT. 
Y 25, fatal River !—thou haft deftroyed all my earthly 


happinefs ;—torn fram me the comfort of my declining 
days;—the fupport of my grey hairs haft thou overwhclmed 
in thy menclid waves ! . 

My unfortunate, my beloved fon, returning ftom the field, 
tired and fatigued with the labours of the day,—tempted by 
thy {miling, unruffled furface, fought refefhment in thy 
treacherous bofom, and {poriively plunged with his compa- 
nions amidft thy waves. Refrefhed and invigarated, he un- 
thinkingly ftrayed beyond his depth. Alas! too late he 
found his error. In vain he attempted to return; he called 
for help; in vain his companions endeavoured to fave him; 
the current forced him from the fhore, and my poor boy pe- 
rifhed in the fight of his forrowing friends. Merciful God, 
grant thy patience to a miferable parent! My fon and myfelf 
were the children of labour ; we earned our bread by the fweat 
of our brows; we toiled early and late ; but we were happy, 
and our coarfe meal was eaten in chearfulnefs, nor envied we 
the luxuries of our more wealthy neighbours. 

His mother—gracious G.d!—how fhall the cruel tidings 
be conveyed to her? Dreadful will be the pangs that will 
tear her maternal bofom! Ah! who will whifper comfort to 
her— who calm the agonies of her foul? Alas! I cannot-- 
Her anguith will, if pofible, add to mine. Heart-breaking 
will be the remembrance of her William—her dutiful, her 
afleétionate child! With what heartfelt fatisfaction have I 
bcheld him, in the happy days of innocent childhood, run- 
ning, with all the {wiftnefs of youth and health, to bring to 
his beloved mother the penny given for the opening of a gate, 
or obtained by fome other act of infantine kindnels. “ See, 
my mother,” he would cry, his eyes fparkling with joy, 
“fee what a good gentleman has given me! Take it, mo- 
ther; it will buy you fome bread. When I am aman, you 
fhall not want bread; for then I will work for you: I will 
bring you all my wages, and you fhall be happy!” Yes, my 

William, 
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William, thou did{t fo: thou wert almoft our entire fupport; 
—but now thou art torn from us for ever ! 

Little didit thou fuppofe, when the morning called thee 
from thy bed, that never more fhould{t thou return to it— 
that thy next bed fhould be the water, and thy next fleep, that 
of death. Omy fon, my beloved fon fhall I never more 
behold thee! Muftthy poor body be devoured by the mon- 
{ters of the deep! Matt not thy miferable parents have the 
mournful fatisfaction of weeping over thy grave! O, merci 
ful Heaven, grant my prayer —— Let me but clafp his breath 
lefs body to my breaking heart——then may I heave my laf 
figh, and be buried in the fame grave! But ftop, my 
impatient foul;—remember my beloved wife, the faithful 

artner of my joys and forrows, the mother of my loft boy l= 
fha!l 1 leave her alone in the world, a prey to mifery and 
wretchednefs? No!—Though I cannot beltow comfort, we 
can weep together the lofs of all we held dear. Though 
poor, we have trodden the path of happinefs, though now 
we reach its end. Almighry Father, look down with com 
owe on our woes: Jet us not offend thee by our forrows.— 

each us, O Lord, to bear with refignation whatever thy 
divine will thall inflict. : 

Thus lamented the afflicted father, traverfing the banks of [| 
the Humber, fearching for the body of his fon. ‘The damps 
of evening fell on his aged head, and it was with difficulty 
that the entreaties of Pity and Humanity drew him to their 


abode. 
S ARAH R.—, 
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4A FORTUNE WITH A WIFE NO UNREASON- 
ABLE DEMAND IN A HUSBAND. 


I Have frequently heard my brother bachelors reflected on 
for mercenary views in their re and 


igmatize the 


man who requires money with his wife as a downright fortune. 
hunter, 


every girl, with little or no fortune, is fure to 
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hunter, in the odious fenfe of the word. But, under the 
fhelrer I now write, I dare tell thefe pretty difinterefted mai- 
dens, that the man who is under the a obligation to pro- 
vide for his family, is no fuch unreafonable- moniter in ex- 
pecting a wife to furnifh fomething befides her fair perfon ; 
aad even when he has the name of receiving what is called a 
fortune with his wife, the affair is fo managed after he is en- 
tangled by affection, that he has generally very little to boaft 
of; and is extremely well off if the intereit of this fortune in- 
demnifies him for the extraordinary charges a family b:ings 
upon him. 

But J will not let thefe blooming accufers off quite fo ex: ; 
the tables may be fairly turned upon them ; and if /ome men are 
rendered cautious by outliving their boyifh attachments, and 
are hence charged with mercenary views (for I {peak not of 
profefled adventurers), it may juftly be faid that the generality 
of girls are real fortune-hunters, in the utmoft latitude of the 
word. How many parents are in {pecious circumftances, 
who drop artful hints of what they will do for a daughter ; 
and when an advantageous offer appears, will encourage a 
young man until he has fwallowed the bait, and then dif- 
countenance the conne@tion ; when the young lady co-ope- 
rating, a private match takes place, and the enraged papa or 
mama declares they will not give—what they never had to 
beftow! The poor dupe, in fuch cafe, has no remedy but 
to take home the wife of his bofom, and make the beft he 
can of his bargain. Ifhe makes a good hufband, it argues a 
generofity of temper, and a regard for his own gor and 
domeftic happinefs, which are not often found. Indeed, if 
the girl is as innocent as himfelf in the affair, none but a brute 
will confider her anfwerable for the trick ; and if the mar- 
riage proves unfortunate, much, very much, has fuch a pa- 
rent to anfwer for. 

But, in a more general view, young ladies are too often 
the dupes of their own or their parents’ ambition. If Mifs 
has a tolerable face, and her father can give her five hundred 
or a thoufand pounds, her firft expectations extend at leaft 

to 
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to a catriage ; and on this fide thirty, which period fhe pro. 
craftinates as long as fhe decently can, fhe turns up her pretty 
nofe at the plain tradefman behind a councer. If her fortune 
extends fo fifteen hundred or two thoufand pounds, fhe fets 
her cap ata coronet; and, becaufe fome fuch prizes have now 
and then turned up in the lottery of matrimony, her expe&a- 
tions feldom defcend to a reafonable pitch, until fhe has no 
reafon to hope for any thing. She has no remedy then in re- 
ferve, but to rail at all mankind, and grow grey in protefting 
again{t matrimony. 

Such, indeed, are the high notions and habits of diffipa- 
tion that young ladies are ridiculoufly educated in, which 
their untutored underftanding is feldom able to ftem in the 
hoity-toity hey-day of life; fs that it is equally dangerous for 


a fober, thinking man, whom they generally undervalue and 


defpife, to take a wife either with or without money. A tin- 
fel fop beft fuits their eyes; they fly into the arms of fuch, 
and hence matrimony comes into difgrace, by their being 
treated according to their deferts. Hence, alfo, arifes that 
habit of celibacy, which (profligates being out of my view) 
is very unjuftly charged to the account of the men. 

Again. A fathcr who can barely live, inftead of fending 
an amiable girl of a daughter out to fervict, or putting her in 
fome induftrious track of life to maintain herfelf, if he can 
but raife a filk gown or two for her, with a few ribbons, he 
too oftens depends ‘himfelf, and teaches her to depend, upon 
enfnaring the affetions of fome filly boy or other of property, 
by whom, though her cloaths ate all her portion, fhe is to 
be fupported in a genteel charaéter, which fhe has no juft 
claim to. Ifthe fcheme fails, I am fhocked at reprefenting 


the confequences! Yes, ye unwife, I cruel parents, this § 


ftimulation of female vanity is the grand fource of proftitution. 


More unhappy gitls walk the itreets from this, as the firft 
caufe, than merely from the’ feduétion of worthlefs men; 
which, if you aéted a parental part in giving your daughters 
a fuitable, fober education, they would in general be fortified 


againft. But Iam tired of a difagreeable fubje@t; unwel- 
come 
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come truth willbe conftrued into intended invedtive againf 
a fex which I honour, in general, though with which, un- 
happily from fcrutinizing perhaps too narrowly, I have never 

een able to form a particular attachment; a point which was 
always in view, without being yet accomplifhed. 

But I have traced my fubject farther than I firft intended, 
which was only to obviate the accufation which difappointed 
fair ones are continually bringing againft the men for not 
marrying: this, in general terms, they are sa urging 
us to; but, in fo gay and luxurious an age, the follies of 
which women ever take the lead in, they either do not under- 
ftand, or defpife, the proper means of effecting. They may 
chafe the alternative ; but either cafe renders them very un- 
fit helpmates for thofe who are qualified to make ggod huf- 
bands. This is found reafon, which all the wit and ridicule 
of a female pen, or tongue, however weil pointed, cannot 
put to fhame. 

Z. 


The FEMALE SEX defcribed by St. Pierre. 


H! how little acquainted are they with the laws of Na- 
ture, who, in their opinion of the two fexes, look for 
nothing further than the pleafures of fenfe! They are only 
culling the flowers of life, without once —_ its fruit. The 
fair fex !—that is the phrafe of our men of pleafure; women are 
known to them under no other idea _ But the fex is fair only 
to perfons who have no other faculty except that of eye-fight, 
Befides this, it is (to thofe who have a heart) the creative 
fex, which, at the peril of life, carries man for nine months 
in the womb; and the cherifhing fex, which fuckles him, 
and cherifhes him in infancy. It is the pious fex, which 
condués him to the altar while he is yet a child, and teaches 
him to draw in, with the milk of the breaft, the love of reli- 
gion, which the cruel policy of men would frequently render 
odious to him. It is the pacific fex, which fheds not the 
blood of a fellow-creature ; the fympathizing fex, which mi- 
nilters to the fick, and handles without hurting them! 
VOL. It F ADMO. 
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ADMONITIONS of a FATHER to his DAUGHTER 
| at a Boarding School. 


ON THE BEST MEANS OF ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE. 


EGIN early to ftore your mind with knowledge, both 
for felf-entertainment, and for ufe. Next to the plain 
precepts of morality, the knowledge of ourfelves, and of 
mankind, is that from which we muft form a true fyftem of 
rules for our conduét in life. We acquire knowledge beit by 
obfervation and reflection. Reading, no doubt, 1s a good 
means of acquiring it; but living examples, and daily occur- 
rences, are more {triking, and make the moft lafting impref- 
fion. Look round you, and carefully obferve what is amifs, or 
what is commendable in others ; and draw a leffon of inftruc- 
tion from their good or bad conduct. This is a fure way of 
gaining iaevlolen and experience, and without apy trouble. 
Obferve, particularly among thofe with whom you now con- 
verfe, what it is that renders one agreeable, and the other dif- 
agreeable. One becomes agreeable, and obtains a good 
name, by being modeft, gentle, affable, prudent, diligent, 
peaceable, friendly, obliging, fincere. Strive to imitate fuch 
u one in thefe and the like amiable qualities. But another is, 
perhaps, as difagreeable ; becaufe the is peevifh and perverfe, 
pert and forward, a tatler, falfe, proud, cenforious, fpiteful, 
and contentious; of a plotting, mifchievous difpofition, and 
given to cunning and diflimulation, to flander, and back-biting. 
I'hefe are the difgrace of our nature, and the plague of our 
lives ¢ and I hope you will always have them in abhorrence. 
Knowledge is the food of the mind, but frequently ferves 
only to gratify our curiofity, or to raife our vanity ; reflec- 
tion digetts it, and makes it of real ufe to us. One may know 
a great deal, and yet underftand very little. Accuftom your- 
felt, therefore, to think, and to think jultly, of what you 
read, or hear, or fee, fo as to apply it wifely to the parpofe 
of your own improvement. But, in a fpecial manner, you 
ought 
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ought to know your own heart, in order to correét any wrong 
bias, and to cherifh any good difpofition that may be there. 
Self-knowledge is, of all other, the molt important to our- 
{elves ; and in our own minds we may read the tempers and 
charaéters of all mankind. 

To the little care that has been taken to cultivate the minds 
of the fair fex, is attributed their having fo much a turn 
to drefs and diverfions ; their trifling way of {pending time, 
and as trifling converfation. Many ef them, alas! having 
no fund at home, mutt feek for fomething out of themfelves, 
to fupply the woeful vacancy of thought they feel within.— 
But, by due culture, a talte might be excited for mental plea- 
fures, which would difpofe them to a proper employment o! 
time, and render their converfation initructive and entertain- 
ing. As their fentiments are naturally delicate and refined, 
their company, in general, is more engaging than that of the 
men, which fhould be no {mall inducement, one would imagine, 
to improve their thinking powers. But the head and thie 
heart feem, at prefent, to be only fubordinate confiderations, 
if at all attended to: and what a poor figure does a woman 
make, even with all outward advantages, if good-nature and 
good-fenfe be wanting ? 

In converfation I with you to be diftinguiflied for fenfe, arid 
a true knowledge of neceffary things, rather than for a nice 
acquaintance with the idle fafhions, and other littleneffes that 
feem wholly to engrofs the time and talk of a great number o! 
females ; a misfortune which frequently purfues them for life. 
A girl has learned very little, whofe chief accomplifhment, 
after much time and pains fpent in her education, is the 
knowledge of thofe matters that relate merely to the adorning 
of her own perfon. 

That the mind may not be occupied by little things, always 
propofe to yourfelf Senehing laudable to do, that may con- 
{tantly engage your attention, and keep you profitably em- 
ployed. When you have more time than at prefent, allot 
certain hours every day to reading, writing, tranflating, and 
tranfcribing, from the beft authors, fuch pafflages as pleafe 
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or affe& you moit ; clafling them under diftiné& heads, both 
for the fake of method, and to aflilt your memory. It 
would be of ufe likewife to keep a journal of daily occur- 
rences, with your own obfervations, or the obfervations of 
others, uponthem. And many things will occur in conver- 
fation, not unworthy of a place in your diary; fuch as a judi- 
cious remark, a remarkable fa@, a curious anecdote, a ufeful 
hint, a genteel compliment, or a bon mot. But beware of 
wit and wanton humour, which are dangerous things, and 
may bring you into trouble. Such a method, purfued for 
fome time, would give you a habit of attention, and teach 
you to diltinguith readily, as well as to felect and arrange 
your materials, which might be of advantage to you in many 
refpects. However, till you grow expert in this fort of exer. 
cife, you mult take the atliflance of fome perfon of tatle and 
judgincot, to thew yeu whatthould be rejected, and what re- 
tained, that nothin, which is trifling may be allowed a place in 
your colleQion. ‘This, furely, would be a more profitable 
way of employing time, than being almoft wholly taken up 
about matters in which you may be excelled by very low peo- 
ple. How many, for inftance, per‘orm all the feats of the 
needle in perfection, who have little elfe to recommend them ? 
And how many dance to admiration, but otherwife are of no 
confequence ?’ ‘Thefe are mechanical things, in which the 
head has the {malleft thare; and, ata certain time of life, we 
Jofe the inclination and capacity for them. 

Do not miftake me, as if Il smagined that you fhould be in- 
different about, or might difpenie with, any of thofe genteel 
accomplifhments that are fuitable to your age, fex, and fta- 
tion. On the contrary, I think them highly neceflary and 
becoming; nor muft you fuffer yourfelf to be outdone in 
them. [| only mean, that you fhould confider what it is that 
chiefly deferves your attention, and beitow the greatelt care 
upon that. People of fuperior birth, fortune, or education, 
ought to maintain their fuperiority by their intellectual ac- 
quirements ; in which they are not likely to be furpafled, or 
even equalled, by thole in lower flations, who have no pro- 
bability 
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bability of improving themfelves. When a ftock of uleful 
knowledge is not laid up in youth, life is very infipid, and 
old age infupportable ; but to thofe poffefled of it, it is a per- 
petual fund of pleafure and fatisfaction, through every period, 
and in every circumfttance of life. 

Here I would recommend to you the reading of thort and 
plain treatifes of rational and pradtical divinity, well-chofen 
books of devotion, and fuch as relate to morals, human pru- 
dence, and good-breeding ; felec&t pieces of poetry likewife; 
and to be familiarly acquainted with the fayings of good and 
wifemen. Of thefe Solomon has given the beft collection, 
and the beft adapted to common life. The book of Ecclefi- 
alticus, in the Apocrypha, contains alfo many excellent 
things 

Now that you are about to enter into life, it is of great 
importance to know what life is, or how to live, in order tu 
be happy. The generality of mankind, not confidering what 
is the true end of their being, place their happinefs in high 
rank, fortune, fafhionable obfervances, the pleafures of lite, 
and other external things. But all thefe are uncertain, and 
frequently prove the fource of our greateft unhappinefs. Ra- 
tional, folid, and permanent happinefs, lies in a fteady per- 
formance of our duty, as it refpects God, our neighbour, and 
ourfelves. 


ON THE REGULATION OF HER CONDUCT IN LIFE. 


I will now proceed more particularly to take notice of 
that behaviour which is neceflary in families, where the 
greateft harmony ought to fubfift. Domettic peace conftitutes 
a great part of our happinefs; and every circumftance that 
can affeét it fhould be carefully attended to. From the near- 
nefs of relation in families, and the daily familiarity they are 
accultomed to, many people imagine that at home they may 
fay or do what they pleafe, and fo give free indulgence to every 
peculiarity of temper, or refent every fancied difobligation. 
In moft families there will be found fome who are haughty, 
pafhonate, wilful, difcontented, — or given to contradic- 
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tion. Now if reafon or natural affection be not able to fubdue 
fuch weakneffes, they ought at lealt to be reftrained by decency 
and a due deference for one another’s opinions and inclina- 
tions. But, when family politnefs is laid afide, no wonder 
if thefe humours break out into indecencies of behaviour, 
and fometimes end in fettled averfion or indifference. Hence 
the rife of family quarrels; and a reafon why a great many, 
who are perfeétly agreeable when abroad, hive together at 
home in a cold difagreeable manner; feldom happy, except 
when they are relieved from the burden of keeping one ano- 
ther company by the appearance of {trangers, for whom all 
their complaifance feems to be referved. An early habit of 
mutual complaifance would go a great way to prevent thefe 
unnatural jarrings ; and might in time grow into real liking 
and efteem. Relations, if they would live happily, and ap- 
pear refpectable, fhould make it their ftudy to promote peace 
and concord among themfelves; and, by a proper conduét, 
to reflect honour on one another. 

There is a general miftake of which I would have you to 
be aware, as one may infenfibly fall into it, and that is 
Affe@ation. Mankind are naturally difpofed to imitation ; 
and young people, not being judges of propriety, are eatfily 
taken with fingularities, or what is fhowy and uncommon ; 
fo much, indeed, as frequently to imitate plain abfurdities 
and imperfections. Their misfortune too often is vanity, 
and a defire to be taken notice of ; hence the rife of fo much 
affeftation in both fexes. With regard to yours, in particular, 
not to mention the endlefs whims and revolutions in drefs, 
fome affect to be witty or quaint; fome to be wondrous 
fmart; and fome, left they fhould appear aukward, put on a 
high degree of affurance. A carelefs air is by many thought 
mighty pretty; many again are precife and formal; one is 
quite frank, and all yours; another is {tiff, forbidding, and 
referved. There are fome, too, who, without a proper founda- 
tion, affect to be very learned or highly. fentimental; while 
not a few affect too much of the man, and numbers emulate 
the fine Lady, a being wholly made up of affectation. 
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Now all this is departing from nature. Moft of the fex, 
indeed, feem not to know what are the true characteri(tics 
that peculiarly belong to them as women, and by which they 
fhould be chiefly diftinguifhed. Thefe are, {weetnefs of tem- 
per, gentlenefs of manners, and the higheft difcretion. A 
woman may be admired for her beauty, wit, humour, fine 
fhape, graceful air, and the like ; but it is the native graces of 
the mind, accompanied by mere modefty, and a winning 
behaviour, a je ne fcais quoi in all thefe together, too foft to 
be expreffed, that render her truly amiable, and will always 
command the notice and efteem of every one who has any 
fenfe of delicacy, or the fmalleft difcernment 

They do not fee far, who-can be captivated by a load of 
finery, or a few ftudied airs. The thining cafket does not 
always contain a jewel; nor is the greateft merit to be 
found under the richeft attire. Nature meant that woman, 
defpifing all fantaftic aids, fhould fhine bright in the luftre 
of her own perfections; and when fhe is ftudious to fet her- 
felf off by any thing remote from, or inconfiftent with, thefe, 
fhe is juft fo much out of character, and often ridiculous. 
Light minds are. dazzled with the glare of exterior orna- 
ments: men of fenfe, and tafte, segard chiefly a woman’s 
perfon and underftanding. ‘The country maid, in her ruffet 
gown, and clean linen, often has more admirers than fhe who 
glitters in the circle in diamonds and brocade. 

T have frequently wondered that Ladies, who are fo am- 
bitious of diftinguifhing themfelves, fome in one way, and 
fome in another, do not endeavour to form themfelves upon 
the plan of nature. By fo doing they would be infinitely 
more agreeable than with all the artful embellifhments, and 
affected manners, of which many of them are fo fond. In- 
deed, when the inward perfeétions are wanting, when theré 
is no real fenfe, or delicacy, nothing can be expected. The 
poor things, tranfported with the love of novelty, and always 
withing for fomething new, will be conftantly proclaiming 
their emptinefs in every inftance of affectation that a whimfical 
humour, or a vitiated fancy, can fuggelt, And the frequent 
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alterations of the mode, as changeable as the moon, give 
them daily occafions of expofing themfelves: thanks to the 
ingenious fuperintendants of the fafhion, who take care that 
the children of Folly thall never be without their gew-gaws, 
and = ry 

When I fee a woman dreffed out with a profufion of or- 
naments, I always think fhe has fet up a rival to herfelf; 
fomething that vies with her, and attracts our notice and oA 
miration ; which is not at all good female policy. We, in 
fome fort, overlook her perfon, being {truck with the {plendor, 
variety, and difpofition of the many things that compofe her 
drefs, which add but little to perfonal charms; and, when 
thefe are wanting, form an unfavourable contralt. On the 
contrary, a plain neat drefs, adjulted with a good tafte, and 
worn with a becoming air, fhews a woman to great advan- 
tage; and does not divert our attention from her perfon, 
the principal object; to which drefs was intended only as a 
foi, or heightening, and not to eclipfe it. Does it convey 
any idea of modeity, or propriety, to fee a girl tricked out 
in the loofe manner of a figure-dancer, or in all the fripperies 
of a French citizenefs? 

A diftinétion in drefs, no doubt, is neceffary, in order to 
keep up a diftinGtion of ftation, and the refpect due to it in 
its hiferent degrees. Let the great and the rich difplay 
their riches and their grandeur in what manner they pleafe : 
they have aright fo todo, provided ~ do no injury to 
themfelves, or to others, thereby, and preferve the decorum 
that is fuitable to their rank and circumitances. But, when 
thofe in lower {tations pretend to drefs, and live, like people 
of fuperior rank and fortune, they act prepofteroufly ; and can- 
not wonder, fhould they be made the jeft of the very perfons 
they fo much affect to imitate ; who naturally will afk, what 
pretenfions have thefe people to fuch things ? 

This foolith affectation of appearing like our betters has 
been the ruin of many families, which, from a competency, 
nay from feemin ce have been thereby reduced 


toa dependant ftate. Parents can plead no juft excufe for 
indulging 
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indulging their children ia this refpe&. Children are no lefs 
inexculable when they take advantage of their parents’ in- 
dulgence to obtain from them whatever they have a mind to. 
To care them of that exceflive fondnefs which young people 
commonly fhew for fuperfluities and fine things, they thould 
be early taught to defpife drefs, except fo far as neceflity 
and decency requires; becaufe, when a paflion for it gets pol- 
feflion, it is always uppermoit: it never forfakes one. and there 
is no end of gratifying it. Befides, children would do well 
to confider, in time, whether or not, in the event of a parent’s 
death, they fhall have wherewith to fupport them in a man- 
ner fuitable to their birth, their education, and their expecta- 
tions. But young people feldom think: prefent enjoyment 
is all their concern; and fo they be but as dre, or finer if pof- 
ble than others, they never mind confequences. However, 
as this foible generally proceeds from thoughtlefinefs, we are 
dilpofed to overlook it; hoping, if parentsdo not encourage 
it, which they too often do, that time anda little experience 
will correét it. But when a girl appears to value herfelf on 
the finenefs, the fafhion, or the variety of her clothes, and 
the other implements of drefs, and to affect a fuperiority on 
that account, fhe difcovers a great deal ot filly cid and gives 
one a juft contempt both of her drefa, and of her under- 
ftanding. ME Lvitte. 
a — 


HOW TO CULTIVATE AND IMPROVE THE 
SENSIBILITY OF THE HEART, 


I began with laying down the following maxim-—** That 
4A fenfibility of heart 1s abfolutely neceffary to render a 
female happy in herfelf, and agreeable to others, whether 
in her intercourfe with the world, or in the feveral relations 
of domeltic life.” Upon this principle we ground all our 
reafonings, therefore we would with that the fair reader were 

thoroughly convinced of the truth of it. 
| am apt, however, to think, that none of my fair readers 
will be difpofed to call the truth of our maxims in ae ; 
or 




































118 LADY'S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 


dns 





for fo generally does the conviction of its truth in the female 
world feem to be, that many ladies, who, in private are cal-_ 
Jous to every huinane and tender feeling, and who fteel 
their hearts again{t the exercife of the kind and tender af- 
feftions among their domeitics, their hufbands, and their 
children, yet find it neceflary, in- public, to afflume the a 
pearance of a foft and feeling heart. ‘This affectation of fen- 
fibility generally betrays itfelf, and may be eafily diftinguifhed 
from the natural exprefhons of a heart truly affected. Such 
perfons often carry their fenfibility to an extreme, which 
becomes truly ludicrous. 

I have known many fair ones wipe their eyes with their 
handkerchiefs during the fictitious reprefentations of piety, 
‘virtue and innocence in diftrefs, who had not a fingle tear to 
drop over the numerous fcenes of woe, which daily prefent 
themfelves before their eyes in real life. 

Lady —— gives alms regularly at Eafter, orders bread and 
coals for the poor of the parifh during the rigour of the 
winter feafon ; yet lady ’s left-hand is not ignorant of 
the good works of her right-hand, and fhe would have no 
objection that her works of charity were announced to the 
world by the found of a trumpet. 

Good God! how different is the chara&ter of Emilia! 
the ruling patlion of whofe heart is to do good !—Unobferved 
by the world, fhe oiten fteals into the humble cottage, to 
wy the balm of confolation into the dejected heart. Often 

as fhe relieved the diftreffes of many private families, (not 
poor enough to receive the charity of he public) who have 
had many bard and paintul f{truggles to rear a numerous off- 
spring, and eat the bread of honeft induttry. “ That 
heaven may pour down its choice(t bleflings upon Emilia,” 
is the daily and fincere prayer of many a pious heart, Por- 
tioned maids, and apprenticed orphans, blefs Jmilia, and age 
and want fit {miling at her gate. 

I fhall now beg your attention to the principal defign of 
the prefent fpeculation; to point out fome of thofe means bY 
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which the fenfibility of the heart may be cultivated and im- 
noved. 

| obferved, that a ftrong fenfe of piety, and the uniform 
practice of the duties of religion, are peculiarly fitted to in- 
{pire the heart with all thofe delicate and refined feelings 
which conftitute true fenfibility. 

Piety, when neither tinGured by fuperftition nor enthufiafm, 
communicates a divine luftre to the female mind. —Wit and 
beauty, like the flowers of the field, may flourifh and charm 
for a feafon; but let it alfo be remembered, that, like the 
flowers, they are frail and fading. Age will nip the bloom 
of beauty, ficknefs and misfortunes will ftop the current of 
wit and humour. —_In thefe gloomy feafons piety will fupport 
the drooping foul, and ‘‘ will make the conifcrts of heaven de- 
fcend like a refrefhing dew, or fhower upon a parched ground.” 
Piety will continue to adorn the mind, and captivate the heart, 
when the fplendour of all that once dazzled the eye fhall 
have pafled away. 

“Emilia is bleft with beauty, modefty, and good fenfe; 
Providence has placed her in an elevated {tation in life: yet 
with an humble heart fhe acknowledges her gratitude to the 
bountiful Author of thofe bleflings. Upon her bended knees 
does fhe daily raife her thoughts above the little purfuits and 
interefts of this world, to the contemplation of ‘the firft 
good, firft perfe&t, and firft fair.” —The bleffed effects of de- 
votion are vifible in the happy temper of her mind, and in the 
conduét of her life. The heart of A&milia is always ferene 
and chearful, and glows with benevolence to the whole 
human race, becaufe fhe confiders them as the offspring of 
one common parent, ‘ whofe tender mercies are over all his 
works.” 

Study, my fair readers, the Gofpel, and there you will 
receive the nobleft leffons of fenfibiliry, from contemplatin 
the charaéter of the benevolent Saviour of mankind, whole 
divine heart was all goodnefs, fympathy and love. 

View him reviving the pale languid face of ficknefs, and re- 
foiing to. it all the bloom and vigour of youth; and let it 
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teach your heart to feel for the diftreffes of your fellow crea. 
tures. View him reftoiing an only fon once more to the arms 
of an affiicted widow! View him at the grave of Lazarus, 
and let your tears flow apace !—Bchold his attention to his 
aged mother, amidit the agonies of a painful death, and learn 
filial Piety and tendernefs trom the view. Read the Bible; 
let the tender interview of Jacob and Rachel, the affecting 
{tory of jofeph and his brethren, and the friendthip of David 
and Jonathan, give exercile to the nobleft feelings of your 
nature. 

A nice difcernment of the beautiful in the works of nature 
and of art, which may be called a good ta(te, has a very great 
tendency to foften and refine the temper, and to improve the 
tender fenfibility of the heart. When I mention a good 
taite, 1 fuppofe my fair readers to be well acquainted with 
the feveral objects of tafte, to have often admired the ftupend- 
ous frame of the univerfe, to have been ffruck with the re- 
gularity, order, and proportion of its feveral parts, and to 
have been charmed with the inexhauitible beauty and variety 
of the works of nature; in a word, to have felt the delight- 
ful emotions of novelty, beauty, and grandeur. : 

Toa lady of tafte, objets appear not as they {trike the 
vulgar eye. Every object is, iff may fay it, gilded and 
adorned before her difcerning eyes. She can convert every 
fhady grove, every plealing proipect, every grand object in 
the productions of nature or of art, into an exercife of piety, 
or to prove the fources of the moit refined pleafures which 
the imagination is capable of affording. 

A lady of this difcerning faculty has more real enjoyment 
in an evening's walk through a warbling grove, than ‘at an 
opera or a concert, and feels more delight and {fatisfaction of 
mind in the environs of a country village, than in gadding about 
to Ranelagh or Vauxhall. Happy, thrice happy, ye fair 
ones, who can relifh fuch noble pleafures! The coarfe grati- 
fications of fenfe, how infipid! how unfatisfactory, and un- 
worthy do they appear to you ! . 
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‘Ye flirting coqguets, whofe time is {pent in a conitant round 

of trifles and nontenfe, vanity and luxury, ye are {trangers to 

thofe pure and refined plealures which refult from the con- 

templation of God's works, or the happy effects of peace, 
induitry, and liberty in the produions of art 

It feems to me to bea very grofs miftake, to imagine that 
a fine taile is only neceffary to the rhetorician or the poet ; 
and I have often regretted that the cultivation of the priaci- 
ples of tafte, and early attachments formed to them, have been 
fo little attended to in the plan of female education. A cor 
rect and delicate tafte adds a charming lultre to every character 
and fituation in life. The fame happy order and elegance 
which charm the mind in the contemp lation of natur al and 
artificial productions, are difcovered in the management ofa 
familys in drefs, amufements, the choice of company, and ia 
converfation. 

I cannot conclude thefe obfervations without exprefling 
my difapprobation. of that ill-direéted tendernels and fenfi- 
bility, Ww hich many of the fair fex diicover towards monkeys, 
lap- dogs, parrots, &c. The offspring of my lady is gene: ally 
committed to the care of ‘a hireling, while Shock, the dear 
little charming creature, becomes her bofom cx ompanion, and 
in proportion as he is pleafed to fhew his kindnefs or indif 
ference, in the fame proportion do her ladyfaip’s {pints rife 
and fi ill. 

I have known many a fair one all bathed in tears for the 
lois of a favourite parrot, and quite inconiolable for the exit 
of a lap-dog, while neither the mourning widow, nor the 
helpleis orphan, nor the voice of diftrels, have ever been able 
to extort one pitying figh, Miftaken fondnefs! uanatural 
ic nfibility. be 
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1HE REWARDS OF BENLVOLENC 'E. 


( O' a fine fummer evening, as Adelaide de Fonville was 


porting her age ‘d mother through the ftreets of Au- 
iy, Pate i town in the interior part of Germany (whith 1. 
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they had fled with the {mall remains of a fortune, betore not 
an aftHuent one, from the perfecutions of French republicans), 
they perceived aman, who had the appearance of a foldier, 

with an infant in his arms, and a young woman, neatly drefl- 
cd, carrying a finall bundle in ber hand, leading a lovely 
child of three years old, who was enquiring of her mother 

ame they fhould lodge that night ?— 

‘ Heaven only heow 8,’ repled the woman, witha figh ; 
bbe vb God, who never forfakes thofe who truft in him, will 
{ind us one.’ 

I with,’ faid the child, ** we were near it, then, for I 
am tired and hungry ’ 

Adelaide, whofe heart was touched with compatlion, whil- 
ered her mother—— Thefe people feem in diltrefs, Ma- 
dam: have | your permifhon to contribute to their relief?” 
iW illingly, my child,’’ anfwered Madame de Fonville. 
1 will 1) “ak to the young woman You feem in preat 
Siftecta,” faid fhe to her; “ and your firm reliance ai ene 
vidence excites at once my compafhon and admiration !’’—put- 
ting half-a.crown into her hand. 
*« Oh, Madam,” faid the ftranger; “ may Heaven repay 
your goodnefs! 1 had not a fixpence in the world.’ 

lor Heaven’s fake,’ exclaimed Adelaide, “ tell me 
your name :—furely | have heard that voice betore?”’ 

The name of the unfortunate objects of your charity,” 
replied the foldier, who had turned round, and beheld their 
bem ialesee. “ is Mainvillon.” 

© Mainvillon!”? faid Adelaide. ™ Are youa foldicr?— 
Were you not an officer ?”’ 

He replied—* 1 was, Madam: but misfortunes have fallen 
heavy on me; nor do I know where to lay my head. And 
t dittrefles me infinitely more, is the fuffering of my wife 











wh. 
and children.”’ 

« Anddo I,” faid Madame de Fn ille, “ once more be- 
hold my dear Mi {s Hortenfon, who, four years ago, I he ard 


had united herfelf to an officer of the name of \.ainvillon 2’ 
* The 
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« The fame,”? replied Madame de Mainvillon: “ and id 


the compalhonate rehever of my woes, do I find my much- 
loved friend ?” 

* Our cottage,” faid Madame de Fonville, “ is not far 

mm hence: there take refuge with us to-night, and entruit 
us with the caufe of your forrow “Ra 

Adelaide took the little girl by the hand, and they foon 
reached their humble dwelling, loaded with bleflings from 
their unhappy friends. 

Their houfe was f{mnall; but neatnefs and elegance evinced 
that it was the refidence of inhabitants born to a higher {tate. 
In this retirement Madame de Fonville and her daughter em- 
ployed their time in ats of benevolence, a: ne educating an 
orphan girl of eight years old, the child of a particular 
friend, who, cying, bequeathed the charge of rad daughter 
to Adelaide, who faithfully fulfilled the trufl repoted in ‘her 4 ; 
and, with the afliftance of her mother, inftilled into her youthful 
mind precepts of religion and univerfal benevolence ; and 
made her miftrefs of thofe accomplifhments which add a polilh 
to virtue, and sender retired life the fource of inexhaultible 
amufements. 

Adelaide was about eighteen; not tall, but elegantly pro- 
portioned; and her face, though not ftrikingly handfome, 
had an amiable expreflion, far fuperior to bene and indi- 

cated the treafures of her mind. The misfortunes of her 
country, and the pleafure fhe took in her filial attentions to 
her mother, made her not defirous of entering into thofe gaic- 
aie of life, which too often captivate inexperienced youth. 

e chiefly pafled her time in the enjoyment of her mother’s 
company, "and a few felect friends, in harmlefs mirth, and 
works of pe nerofity. 

After their frug il repaft, Monfieur de Mainvillon gave the 
fv lowing relation of their misfortunes : 

* Soon after my marriage with one pr, the moft amiable of 
W me ny T enlifted m ryfelf under the bann ers of the Prince of 
Conde, to nly again({t the oppreffors of my country, There 


I lott my leg, and received another wound whic! h difabled 
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me from continuing in the fervice, and I joined my wife in a 
city on the frontiers of Germany, from which the fucceffes 
of the republicans forced us to fly. We + to this 
place, where my wounds broke out afrefh, and I was obliged 
again to fuffer amputation. Soon after my recovery this in- 
fant was born; and the expences of illnefs, and the rent of 
our lodgings, exhaufted our little finances, and neceflitated 
us to part with our clothes, though great was the kindnefs 
we received from the humanity of the phyfician during our 
illnefs. We this day difcharged the debt we had contraéted 
with our landlord, who, feeing we had no more, forced us 
to quit our lodgings, to make room for fome wealthier inha- 
bitants. Whien your benevolence relieved us, I was going 
to make an application to a perfon who once profeffed a 
friendfhip for me, and who, by chance, I heard was re- 
fident at this place, in affluence. Small are my hopes from 
him, and willingly would I engage in fome plan for fapportin 
my family, Our obligations to you, Madam, I cannot fufh- 
ciently acknowledge. But as I am unwilling to encroach 
farther on your goodnefs, | will call on my friend to-morrow. 
Perhaps he will be able to put me in a way of fubfifting with 
independence.” 

‘| would advife you fo to do, Sir,” {aid Madame de Fon- 
ville.  Moft fincerely do I compaffionate your misfortunes; 
and, as far as I am able, fhould be happy to render fervice to 
a In your diftreffed fituation, it would eafe your mind to 

affured of an afylum: in my houfe you fhall find one for 
mend and family, till you can meet with an eligible em- 

oyment.” 
. ainvillon raifed his eyes to heaven, and in filent admita- 
tion implored bleflings on his generous benefattrefs. ‘They 
foon after feparated for the nig t; and early the next morn- 
ing Mainvillon haftened to his friend. After waiting fome 
tine for admittance, he was introduced to the prefence of 
Monfieur Le Join, who received him with all the haughtinefs 
which a low mind feels, when exalted by the tranfitory fa- 
vours of Fortane, over one whom he has formerly feen his 
| fuperior. 
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fuperior. After enquiring his name and fituation, he treated 
him with a contempt and rudenefs, that the noble foul of 
Mainvillon could not fubmit to. He rejected, with difdain, 
his offer of afliftance, and left him, fhocked at his mean be- 
haviour. 

As he was returning home, difpirited at his ill fuccefs, he 
obferved a miferable object, pale and emaciated by illnefs, 
who had let>fall a burden, he was carrying, too heavy for 
himto replace. Mainvillon quickened his pace to his relief, 
and affifted him to take up his burden. Pre poor creature 
thanked him in terms of heart-felt gratitude; declaring, he 
was the only friendly perfon he had feen for fome time; that 
for three days a morfel of food ‘had not entered his lips ; and 
to endeavour to obtain it, he had been induced to undertake 
an employment too laborious, he feared, tor him to fuftain.-- 
Mainvillon’s generous heart melted with pity at his melancho- 
ly tale: he took from his pocket the only half-crown he pof- 
fefled (prefented to lis wife by Madame de Fonville) ; giving 
it to him, he faid—* God blefs you, my unhappy friend,’ 
and was hurrying away, to conceal his emotions. “ May 
the Almighty blefs you !”” faid og 79 object of his charity : 
‘“ may he reftore it to you ten-fold; and may you never 
want the friend in your diftrefs that you have been to me!” 

Monfieur Mainvillon experienced the pleafure arifing from 
a benevolent actions and how delightful were his fenfations, 
when, on relating his difappointment.to Madame de Main- 
villon and Adelaide, the latter informed him, that, during his 
abfence, her mother had heard of a place under Government, 
the profits of which, though trifling, would enable him to 
fapport his family in a refpectable way; and that her mother 
was actually gone to folicit the intereft of the perfon, in his 
behalf, who had the appointment. 

Madame de Fonville foon returned, with joy in her counte- 
nance, followed by a gentleman, who haftily embraced Main- 
villons faying— 

“ You are my friend !——the generous preferver of my 
life, at the hazard of yeur a at the fiege of Valenciennes, 
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when fighting with the Prince de Condé, under the Duke of 
York. [How happy am | in being able to contribute to your 
welfare! The place is your’s ; houfe and furniture you 
muft accept from me.”’ 

Monfiew and Madame de Mainvillon, in rapturous excla- 
mations of gratitude, glorified their Creator for his unexpect- 
ed poodnefs to them; and their friends foon had the pleafure 
of {eeing them happily fituated, and educating their children 
in the fear and admonition of the Lord: teaching them, from 
their own experience, that thofe who place their confidence 
in him, and rely on his proteétion in the hour ef trouble, will 
never be forfaken. 

Madame de Fonville, Adelaide, and the grateful friend 
(who had fo largely contributed to their fupport), enjoyed 
the benevolent fenfations of generous minds, in the delight 
they felt on contemplating and partaking the felicity of friends , 
whofe happinefs they had been the willing inftruments of pro- 


moting. us Virtue is its own reward. 
Eprnrwra. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE LADY'S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 
SIR, 


EN we propofe to inftrué& mankind, by producing 

patterns of Virtue for imitation, it is often found ne- 

eeffary to have recourfe to fition for thofe examples which 

real life too feldom exhibit, and to hold forth an imaginary, in 
lace of a real character. 

That there are, even in this degenerate age, fome, whofe 
fhining virtues render them ornaments of haman nature, and 
worthy objects of imitation, is evident from the following au- 
thentic ftory, related to me when on a late tour in the Welt 
of England, of a nobleman, whofe juftice and humanity, were 
they copied by others (efpecially by thofe to whom the: Al- 
mighty has given {6 mucly power‘and influence), would dif- 
fule general happinefs among mankind, and-in fome meafure 

prevent 
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prevent thofe aéts of tyranny and opprefhon, which, alas ! 
too often fall under our obfervation. 

An honeft, induftrioas man held a farm under his Lord- 
fhip of eighty pounds per annum. His forefathers had dwelt 
there, and had been tenants to the anceftors of this nobleman 
for many generations. Their equitable dealings, and uniform 
integrity, had gained them the refpect of all that knew them. 
‘This man’s kindnefs, and filial affe&tion, induced him to en- 
ter into fecurity for 6ool. to help a diltrefled brother, who 
was on the verge of ruin, and was obliged to pay that fum; 
and other unavoidable misfortunes happening mont the fame 
time, reduced him to a ftate next to indigence. His family 
was large, and moft of them too young to ftruggle with the 
difficulues of life. His rent, too, was in arrear. Neverthelefs, 
being a man of a {trong mind, and having an entire reliance 
on the goodnefs of Providence, he did not give himfelf up 
entirely to defpair, but hoped, by the wena exertions and 
the {tricteft economy, to be able to extricate himfelf from 
fuch a diftrefling fituation. And moft likely his endeavours 
would have fucceeded; for, what will not vigorous exertion 
be able to accomplifh, when joined to patience and perfever- 
ance? But his laudable views were fruftrated by the inhu- 
man conduct of the agent, who had hitherto deceived his 
mafter by a fair exterior, which ferved to hide, at leaft from 
him, the real bias of his heart,—a heart capable of every de- 
gree of bafenefs. 

A wealthy farmer had, by bribing him, already engrofled 
a number of {mall farms, which had been the fapport of the 
widow and fatherlefs, and now caft his greedy eyes on the 
farm of his unfortunate neighbour; and this unjult fteward, 
for a fum of money, soutien to put him in poflefhon of it.— 
For this purpofe he diftrained upon the premifes, and the 
cattle and corn were fold far below their value. At laft he 
drove him from his dwelling He had now no place to fhel- 
ter his miferable family, but a poor hovel that a compaflion- 
ate neighbour had furnifhed him with, and it was {carcely any 
protecuon againft the inclemency of the weather. i 
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He had been deterred from applying to his Lord by this 
villain, who told him that what he did was by his Lordthip’s 
exprefs orders: and when the poor man’s wife, in the greateft 
agonies, entreated him to have mercy on them, and God 
would blefs him;—with a fmile, he faid, if her daughter Sally 
would accept the terms he before had offered her, and which 
the had rejected with fo much difdain, he would {peak to his 
Lord, and perhaps fomething might be done, 

Sally was a very lovely, modeft girl, with a great fhare of 
fenfibility ; and, driven to defpair by the di ftrefs of her fi imi- 
ly, fet out one morning for bis Lordthip’ s manfion, which 
was at a confiderable diftance. Abruptly entering his apart- 
ment while the tears were {treaming down her cheeks, an i, 
as well as her fighs and fobs would allow her, fhe afked him 
how her poor father had offended him, that he had ordered 
his ruin! 

His Lordthip, in the preateft furprife, faid———* 1 know 
you not, child, nor who your father is; nor have I ever 
ruined any man. What can you mean ?” 

She then related what had h: appened, in the moft affecting 
manner. His Lordfhip was exceedingly thocked at, fuch 
barefaced villainy; and told her, with the greatett tendernefs, 
that he would examine into it, He did fo immediately; and, 
after the {tricteft {crutiny, he became fully fenfible of the vile 
conduct of his agent, whom he difmiffed with the ignominy 
he fo well deferved. As to his accomplice, the farmer, he 
obliged him to quit his eftate, and let his farm to the poor, 
injured man. He did more;—he ont him money to ftock it 
with, which was to be repaid by inftalments. Providence 
has abundantly bleffed the induftry of this deferving man, and 
has already enabled him to difcharge the greatelt part of what 
his Lordthip fo generoufly Jent him. 

How gratifying to a feeling heart, to be able to do juttice 
to a worthy family; to fereen it from opprefhon, and make it 
hep! His Lordthip was amply rewarded in the exquifite 
pleafure of an approving confcience!—and would the fame re- 
ward influence others to ac like him, how many vitims would 
be {natched from the rapacious hands of injuftice! 


Gloffep Dale. G. H. 
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THE OLD WOMAN. 


NO. VIIl. 


Ghofts and goblins, avaunt !——-let reafon once more 
lijumine the bofoms the henour’d before. 
ANON, 


T was damp and difmal November, and all Nature feemed 
funk in the apathy of repofe, when Albina, after having 
heated her imagination with tales of fancied woe and preter- 
nataral agency, retired to the pavilion at the extremity of the 
garden, where fhe ufed ta find, and to leave, a written mef- 
fenger of love, The wind whiltled through the few pailid 
leaves that had lingered beyond their time; the filver queen 
of night had retired to light another hemifphere, and not @ 
ftar twinkled in the fombre expanfe. | 
Albina’s heart palpitated at every ftep; the feared—the 
knew not what; every: object appeared drefled in horrific 
guife ; the very found of her feet refembled, in her palfied 
apprehenfion, a hollow moan ; and fcarcely could the hopes 
of tender vows and an early aflignation with her beloved kd- 
win, induce her to steal The way lay through an aves 
nue of trees, whofe bending branches looked like {peétres, ta 
appal the mind, and to check her venturous ftepe. She faw, 
in imagination, the fhected ghoft; and now and then fhe 
thought her ears were affailed by fomething that uttered the 
plaintive thriek of ineffable diftrefs. As the advanced, how- 
ever, the fancied figures difappeared, and reafon corrected 
the illafions of her mind. ‘The imaginary founds died away, 
and all was again ftill as death ; but befare fhe reached the 
{pot where the treafure was depofited, a blaft of wind arofe ; 
the withered leaves eddied around her; ideal forms were con- 
jured up before her bewildered eyes ; and the door of the pa- 
vilion fuddenly clapped to with a dread found, as fhe was ap- 
proaching the threfhold. Her courage was overcome; fhe 
paufed; the looked back ; but her love for Edwin impelled 
her 
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her forward. With tremulous and haity ftep the ruthed to 
the fecret corner, where the expeéted to find, and was ready 
to depefite, a billet-doux. She {tooped to raife the {tone un- 
der which it was hid :——-a cold and bloody finger touched 
her cheek ; a chain was heard to rattle ; and a piteous fhriek, 
nothing like the human, realized her innate fears, and horror 
crept over every limb. She funk motionlefs on the floor ; all 
her faculties were fufpended ; fhe dropt the letter which the 
held ready in her lily hand ; and even the pledge of Edwin’s 
affection remained untouched under it’s covering. 

The rattling of the chain roufed her to life; fhe fprung, 
frantic, from the pavilion; and as fhe was rufhing up the ave- 
nue towards the manfion of her anceftors, with every faculty 
of the foul abforbed in fear, a human form ina white fheet 
crofied the glade, and feemed to vanith on the oppofite fide. 
Suddenly a temale fcream, not ideal, but loud and real, iflued 
from the {pot where the apparition appeared to fink, and fome- 
thing black and unwieldy, on four legs, crofled her path. 

Again the unhappy Albina fell liftlefs on the ground, Her 
fears and her feelings were totally fufpended ; and whether 
fhe would ever have recovered, is uncertain, had not her fami- 
ly, alarmed at mifling her, fummoned the fervants ; who, 
taking the different walks of the garden with blazing flam- 
beaux, found her breathlefs as fhe lay. The clamour they 
made, and the exertions they ufed to recal the fleeting breath, 
occafioned her to open her fine blue eyes. She faw the lights 
around her, but fhe was too far gone to recognize any of the 

rfons who were trying to lift her, and fupport her in their 
arms. She fancied the fiends, armed with infernal torches, 
had laid hold of her, and were dragging her into other re- 
gions,— 

“* Spare me,”’ fhe exclaimed, “ fpare me 

Not a word more paffed her lips; and fhe was carried to 
her room without the leaft fenfe of life or motion. 

Unhappy Albina! Is there a heart fo unfeeling as not to 
fympathize in your fufferings? Is there a female who could 
have encountered fuch an aflemblage of terrors without {inking 

under 
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under the impreflion? —— A cold and bloody finger !—a 
rattling chain!—a fheeted ghoit !—a vatt black figure on four 
legs !—and fiends around with torches!—would fingly have 
daunted the ftoutelt heart ; but collectively, and in quick and 
almoft inftantaneous fuccefhon, were almoft too much for 
frail hamanity to bear. 

By volatiles and other applications the wretched Albina 
was reftored to life, but fhe had raved inceffantly during the 
night ; and her widowed mother, hanging over her with the 
fondett affection, was ready to expire with grief. By degrees, 
as cheerful day advanced, the became more calm: fhe looked 
widly round her. She recognized her mother-——“ Are you, 
too, among the f{pectres, my dear mamia,”’ fhe faintly faid, 
and relapfed into infenfibility. 

Thefe words ferved as a clue to Albina’s diftrefs. It was 
recollected, that, during the whole preceding days fhe had 
been reading a romance, which appeared powerfully to agi- 
tate her mind; and that now and then fhe had vented excla- 
mations of terror at particular paffages ; but little was it ima- 
gined what real caufe fhe had tor her prefent pitiable fituation, 
The phyfician was fent for, who preicribed bleeding, left the 
phrenzy, under which fhe laboured, fhould affect her brain 
inecoverably. ‘I'he vicar was waked out of his fleep to talk 
her into reafon, and to urge her nevet more to open books 
which infpire imaginary terrors. All their efforts were vain 
foratime. Bleeding, indeed, cooled her a little ; but the 
clergyman could not reafon with one whole reafon was fo far 
loft. However, in the courfe of the day, fhe had fo far re- 
gained her fenfes, as to be able to explain, in broken fen- 
tences, what fhe had feen; and the name of Edwin, whofe 
correfpondence had hitherto been a fecret to the family, was 
thrown out fo frequently in her delirium, that the venerable 
clergyman began to fufpeét fhe might have received lome 
fright in her noéturn# interview with her lover; and, with- 
out communicating his thoughts to any of her relations, went 
down into the kitchen, and called John, the butler. T 
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The fervants were » under the greatett trepid: ition, and 
crowded together through fear. ‘They had heard what their 
or young miftrefs had thrown out about bloody fingers, and 
fieesed fpectres, and fcarcely one of them would fur from the 
fire-fide, even under the animating light of the fun. From 
them, collectively, he could make out nothing; from John, 
in particular, he could only hear lamentations for the fate of 
his lady, and fears left the houfe fhould be haunted, and fome 
of them be not able to keep their places. 
At laft Abigail, who had been filent, but looked more 
ale and more deeply affected than all the reft, called the good 
vicar afide, and put the following lines into his hands; ad- 
juring him by all that was facred to ufe the information they 
contained with caution, and to fave her from worfe than fhe 


had fuffered before. 


THE CONFESSION OF ABIGAIL THE GHOST. 


With thame I confefs, that owing to fpite againft Albina, 
becaufe fhe did not let me into her teorets: and oppofition to 
Edwin, who did not bribe me, after l dife overed them; | 
laid a plan to frighten her. I knew they exchanged letters 
in the fummer-houfe; and finding a rat which had been 

caught by the tail, I pat a fmall chain round its neck, and 
tied it toa board near the place where Albina’s treafure, I 
knew, was hid. As the flooped, the bloody ftump mutt have 
touched her face, and this occafioned the firlt part of the 
alarm which I intended to excite. I farther dreffed myfelf 
in a fheet, in order to crofs the path at her return to the 
houfe; but juit as I had performed this, and was exulting in 
my addrefs, in my hurry [ ran againft a black fow, which was 
this morning found in the garden; and fancying it was the 
devil, my confcience {mote me, and I lay in a fwoon till the 
fervants were making a noile in fearch of Albina; when, 
hanging the fheet ona he dge, I joined them unnoticed ; an 
affected ail the Compotnre | in my power to prevent a difcovery 
of the trick I had played. This is the whole truth, as Tam 

ready to take my bible oath.” 
The 
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The vicar, like a man of honour, conducted himfelf in this 
delicate bufinefs with fo much prudence and addrefs, that 
Albina recovered her reafon, and Alngail kept her place. 
The former was effectually cured of her tafte for romances, 
and the latter ceafed to play,the ghott. 

The orp woman has been Feaeciitty defired by corre- 
{fpondents to give her opinion on the prefent fafhionable read- 
ing and ftage reprefentations. She does not prefume to be 
wifer than all the world, or ran counter to its prejudices or 
partialities ; but if the fhort. romance of Albina, and the ex- 
planation of Abiyatl, are wholly written in vain, fhe confeffes 
it will oblige her to form different fentiments of her fex 
trom what fhe has entertained betore, and to declare them 
infenfible to reafon.or ridicule. 


TE a 
TO THE OLD WOMAN. 
Venerable Friend 
’ 


¥s U R ready acquiefcence in former correfpondence 
JL emboldens me to fue for advice. My fituation in lite is 
ditterent from Mifs Manifold’s, or Biddy Willing’s, having no 
fortune, nor a perfon beyond mediocrity ; but fortunately (0: 


unfortunately), by the cheerfulnefs of my difpofition, have 


gained admirers. Now, dear Madam, for the object—ad- 
vice. I have at this time two gentlemen candidates tor my 
hand; both, in point of circumftances, far fuperior to my 
moft fanguine expedtations ; -and for both | feel the warmett 
eiteem, but nothing farther. 

Ifome time fince vifited where I met with a young man 
exactly fuited to my ideas, and with whom I could enjoy all 
the happinefs poflible with a beloved obje&. He once cauplit 
my hand in rapture, and wilhed, fer my fake, that he was 
rich ; looked with fond anxicty ; fighed ; and for the relt of 
the day was penfive and —— ; fhunned every opporti- 

VOL. II. nity 





ES A. a Re 





34 LADY'S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 








nity of {peaking to me, and has done ever fince. But {till 1 
feel more regard for him than any living creature. 

Now, my worthy friend, fhall I take the offered hand of 
a man I know truly refpeéts me (as does one of the former), 
and vow to love him only, when I can but efteem him ; or 
run the rifk of remaining /ing/e, in hopes of my bafhful friend’s 
finding his tongue, and its theme proving favourable to my 
wifhes? Between hope and fear, I have fo high an opinion 
of you, that T think I dare pear to abide by your advice, 
as | have no friends to oppofe my choice. 


Exuten Hoprpervt. 


P. S. I have given both the other gentlemen a denial ; but, 
as I afigned no prior engagement, both continue their ad- 
dreffes. 

2d P.S. I promife no reward of wigs, &c. as I mutt 
have a higher opinion of a perfon whom I can make my con- 
fidant ; but I do promife my beft acknowledgment. 


Obferve :—I have ever fince as much endeavoured to avoid 
my friend, as he has me ; hav ing left the houfe immediately 
after he entered, after common-place compliments. 


FROM AN AUNT TO HER NIECE, 


ON HER DANGEROUS AITACHMENT TO THE STAGE. 


T was with infinite concern that I liftened, my dear Em- 
ma, to your avowal of an inclination, which fo totally 
militates again{ft the withes and expedtations of your excellent 
nts ; your own charatter and fituation; and the princi- 
ples which I fondly hoped were too firmly grounded to be 
fhaken, much lefs deftroyed, by the fallacious and weak {o- 
phiftry of a congress friend, or the fudden-created defire of 
emulating the ftage princefles in their mock grandeur and 
ephemeral ain oh a 
o) 
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To thew my impartiality upon a fubject fo affecting to your 
friends, I will frankly ftate the poffible advantages (tor proba- 
ble there are none) attending the profeflion you fo anxioufly 
covet. ‘To-do which, it is neceflary to fuppofe beauty, ele- 
gance, tafte; the patronage of the great; the putf of the 
newlpaper ; the manager’s exclufive favour; and a courage 
= the term is equivocal, and you are to remember that 

am now on the favourable fide of the queftion) ; a courage, 
then, which can defy even the effects of prejudice or envy; with 


talents of the moft perfe& kind. We will now fuppofe my 
"beloved child in this fortunate predicament ; her beauty exag- 


gerated; her acquaintance courted 5 her pride (or rather va- 
nity) inflated: _——** What a fuppofitien !” cries the enra 
tured Emma; ‘* who can with for more? I fhould then 
fhine a ftar of the firit magnitude amidit the theatrical lumina- 
ries |”? ) 

Patience, Emma: perhaps, at beft, your fplendour would 
be but like that of the meteor. ‘To prove the pofhbility of 
which, it will be neceflary to reverfe the picture, and thew 
Emma—not what fhe would be, but what fhe really is; or 
rather, what fhe may be, fhould her unfortunate predileétion 
{till continue. Indeed, it is by no means unlikely, that the 
fhades I am now to depict will prove powerful and (I would 
hope ) effe€tual contrafts to the meretricious light that furrounds 
the former. We will, therefore, {tate what will be hazard- 
ed—nay, what you will certainly lofe—in your attempt to 
gain this dazzling height. 

On the pofitive fide of the queftion I decide —The lofs of 
parental tendernefs; and in that lofs will be involved your 
own peace of mind and felf-efteem : you will lofe the relpedt 
of thofe who venerate the domeftic charaéter, and who now 
look with delight on a daughter fulfilling the various daties of 
her happy ftation. Let us advance a ftep farther :—It is to be 
prefumed, young as you are, that the thoughts of a future 
e{tablifhment (obferve, J am now adverting to the hazardous 
fide of the queftion) will extend your ideas to the exercife of 
family purfuits, and the — neceffarily attached to the 
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wife and mother. But, my dear, cam you, whe are about 
to begin your career with an act of atrocious difobedience, ex- 
pect overtures from any worthy and refpectable object? Will 
the merchaut, the opulent trade{man, or the fuccefsful pro 
feflor of {ciences, venture his happinefs with a woman who 
has proved herfelf fo unfitly qualifred to excite in, or expect 
from, her children that dutiful attention in. which fhe bas 
been fo deplorably deficient ? Nor are there many men who 
can patiently endure the giddy difhpation, the grofs (and per- 
haps not unmeasing) adulation of his wife’s male viftors ; or 
the vortex of gaiety, in which the too often lofes her amiable 
and domeftic qualifications. Thefe are inconveniencies which 
mufl attend the gratification of your predominant paffion, let 
your fuccefs as a performer be what it may. 

To thofe who have no better mode of employing their 
time and talents, whofe relations encourage, and whofe 
friends applaad, their endeavours to fecure a competency by 
fuch means, thefe obfervations cannot attach; and we have 





in{tances yet in being, that an itreproachable charaéter in the 
dramatic line is not the phenomenon which fome rigid people 
have fuppofed : but, while we look up to Mrs. Siddons, and 
two. or three more, for a confirmation of this thefis, how 
many— I {peak it with concern—oh, how many there are, 
who fet even decency at defiance ; who glory in their infamy, 
and give the colour ove to the harth and general reflec- 
profe 


tions thrown on the fhon ! 

Should none of thefe important objeétions be fufficient to 
open your eyes to the danger eee are courting, what motive 
can I urge with a hope of fuccefs? Remember, my deat 
girl, that if yow fhould be convinced by the above {tated ar- 
guments, what follows ought not to affect your delicacy: on 
the contrary, if your obftinate attachment yet remains uncon- 
quered, you are not entitled to a tender forbearance. 

On this prefumption, Jet me aik,———Have you affurance 
(I thall not qualify the word) to face a numerous audience, 
who, however ind t to the timidity attending a debut, will 


hardly be complaifant enough to allow for a repetition of the 
enfeebled 
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enfeebled tones, the hefitating voice, and the unconnected, 
half-pronounced {peeches of an imperfe& performer? Are 
you aware of the difhculty attending an accurate comprehea- 
fion of your part ; and that, to fucceed, you mutt, during the 
reprefentation, de the very character you are called to fuf- 
tain? Have you ever been prefent when the aflumed confe- 
quence of a princefs has dwindled into ig mt entreaty for 
the indulgence that a prompter may be indifpofed to grant ;— 
and feen (as I have), although tormented by a teafing cough 
or ne head, very tolerable performers obliged to exhibit 
their perfons on a ftage, in a fituation to awaken the pity of a 
reafonable audience? But, fetting all this afide, fo fure as 
merit exifts, fo certainly does it excite envy; the greater the 
talents, the more numerous their oppofers; and, in how 
many ways may it operate? An untimely hifs, or, what 
is as bad, a plaudit where nothing in the {peech could pofhbly 
require it; a purpofed omifhon on the part of an infidious 
contemporary ; an invidious paragraph : in fact, there are fo 
many modes of Jeffening the hard-earned meed of a dramatic 
candidate, that a full eaumeration feems almoft impoflible. 
Let me afk one queftion more :—How would it fuit my 
Emma's delicacy, which was never before doubted, to appear 
in fuch characters as the Romp (for I underftand her forte 
lies in low farce), The Virgin Unmafked, aif Prue, &c. ? 
Bluth, dear miftaken girl, to have it fappofed, that, at the 
early age of fourteen, fuch improper performances could create 
any fenfation but that of difpult ! | 
Renew the employments os charming talents have ren- 
dered fo delightful to your friends :—Jet geography, mufic, 
languages, again give exercife to your uncommon powers.— 
You, whofe tendernefs in the chamber of ficknefs, whofe oc- 
cupations, of the molt ufeful as well as ornamental nature, 
have fecured the efteem and love of near and dear relations,— 
can you, thus diftinguifhed, give them up for the paltry (and 
in this inftance ruinous) indulgence of a deftructive propentity ? 
—No, Emma; it muft not be: and, by this time, I truit 
you will fay with me———WVo ; it muft not be ! ae 
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- ANECDOTES 
OF MISS BUTLER AND MISS PONSONBY. 


M ISS Butler and Mifs Ponfonby (now retired from the 
fociety of men into the wilds of Llangollen in Wales, 
where they have refided feventeen years) bear a’ {trong antipa- 
thy to the male fex, whom they take evefy opportunity of 
avoiding. Mifs Butler is of the Ormond family, and had five 
offers of marriage, all of which the rejected : a Mifs Ponfonby, 
her particular friend and companion, was fuppofed to have 
Been the bar to all matrimonial union. It was thought proper 
to feparate them, and Mifs Butler wasconfined. The two 
ladies, however, found means to elope together ; but, being 
foon overtaken, were brought back to their refpective relations. 
Many attempts were again made to draw Mifs Butler into 


marriage, in vain. Not many weeks after the ladies eloped 
again, each having a {mall fum with them. The place of their 
retreat was confided to a female fervant of the houfe. 

Here they lived many years unknown to any of the my a 


bouring villages, otherwife than by the appellation of the La- 
dies of the Vale. No perfuafions could ever get them from 
this retreat. Mifs Bather is tall and mafeuline; always wears 
a riding habit, hangs up her hat with the air of a fportfman,. 
and appears in all refpects like a young man, except the petti- 
coat. Mifs Ponfonby is polite, effeminate, fair, and beautiful, 
The following lines are addreffed tothem by Mifs Seward: 


Now with a vefial luftre glows the Vatz, 
Thine, facred Frisnpsuir, permanent as pure ; 
In vain the fiern authorities affail, 
In vain Perfuafion {preads her filken lure : 
High-born, and high-endow’d, the peerlefs twain 
Pant for coy Nature’s charms ’mid filent dale and plain. 


Thro’ Eckaxona and her Zana’s mind, 
Early tho’ genias, tafte, and fancy flow’d ; 
Tho’ all the graceful arts their powets combin'd, 
And her laft polith brilliant Life beftow’d ; 
The lavith promifer, in youth’s foft morn, 
Pride, Pomp, and Love, hés friends, the fweet enthufiafis {corn. 


THE 
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THE GENEROUS SULTAN..- 


AN ARABIAN TALS. 

















e 
$5 BDALAZIZ, Calif of Bagdad, was fucceeded by his 
- brother, the worthlefs and abandoned Yezid. At his 
f & accefon to the throne, being afked by his wife (one of the 
e moft accomplithed women of her time), Whether any thing 
Vy on earth was wanting to complete his happinefs? He anfwer- 
ve ed,—“ I want my Habiba.” ‘Though the well knew that 
er this was the finging-gir! that had plunzed him into fo much 
v0 extravagance and folly, and who had been fold by his brother, 
ng the preceding Calif, fhe determined to facrifice her own hap- 
iS. pinefs to complete that of her hufband. She made every pof- 
to fible enquiry for the favourite flave, and was, in a fhort time, 
ed fuccefsful enough to hear fhe might be bought in Egypt for 
eir four thoufand pieces of gold. A flave merchant was inftantl 
difpatched ; and, the bargain being made, Habiba was pri- 
she vately conducted to the palace, and by order of the Saada vi- 
.a- fited the baths, and took every other neceflary refrefhment 
om after fo long and fatiguing a journey. Nothing now remain- 
ars ed, but a feafonable opportunity to prefent her, which offered 
an, a a fhort time after. 
tis Saada, finding Yezid in an uncommon good-humour, ven- 
ful, tured a fecond time to afk, If any thing was wanting to 
ds complete his happinefs? To which he angrily anfwered— 
“ Nothing but the long loft Habiba can render exiftence fup- 
portable |” 


The Sultana made no reply, but, drawing afide the tapeftry, 
difcovered the object of his defire. Yezid, fenfibly affected 
by the u nted generofity of his confort, forgot his paf- 
fion for Habiba ; and, during the remainder of his life, lite- 
rally fulfilled the Arabian proverb— The reward of the 
beneficent, is beneficence !” 


4 Constant Reaver. 


| Fenchurch Street, Fan. 3799+ 
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EPITAPH ON A BIRD. 


Here lieth, 
aged three months and four days, 
the body of 
Ricuarp AcAnTHUS, 
a young perfon of unblemifhed character. 
He was taken, in his callow infancy, from the wing 
of a tender parent, 
by the rough and pitilefs wa of a two-legged animal 
without feathers. 
Though born with the moft afpiring difpofition and unbounded 
love of freedom, 
he was clofely confined in a grated prifon, 
and {carcely permitted to view thole fields, 
to the pofleflion of which he had an undoubted charter. 
Deeply fenfible of this infringement of 
his natural and unalienable rights, 
he was often heard to petition for redrefs, 
not with rude and violent clamours, 
but in the moit plaintive notes of harmonious forrow ! 
At length, tired with fruitlefs efforts to efcape, 
his indignant foul 
bur{t the prifon which his body could not, 
and left a litelefs heap of beauteous feathers, 
Reader ! 
if fuffering innocence can hope for retribution, 
deny not to the gentle fhade of this 
unfortunate captive, 
the humble, though uncertain, hope of animating 
fome happier form ; 
or, trying his new-fledged pinions 
in fome happy elyfium, beyond the reach of 
MAN 
the tyrant of this lower world! 


Cacir1a Maris R***s, 
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SCHOOL of ARTS. 


NO. Il. 


To gild /heets of paper. 

Pp yellow ochre, grind it with rain-water, and Jay a 

ground with it all over the paper, which fhould be due 
wove: when dry, take the white of an egg, and about a 
quarter of an ounce of white fugar-candy, and beat them 
together till the fugar-candy is diffolved ; then ftrike it all 
over the ground with a varnifh brufh, and immediately lay 
on the Jeaf gold, prefling it down with a picce of fine cotton. 
When dry, polith it with a dog’s tooth, or agate. A fheet 
of this paper may be prepared for 1s. 6d. which colts 6s. 

Ops. 


in the 


To filver paper, without filver, after the Chinefe manner 5 very 
ufoful in Fancy work. 


Take two fcruples of clear glue (Indixn glue is the beft), 
one fcraple of alum, and half a pint of elear water: {immer 
the whole over a flow fire till it is nearly two thirds ev 
rated. Then, your fheets of paper being laid on a fmooth 
table, dip a varmihing brath in the preparacian, and go quickly 
over the paper twice ; fift powder of talc through a fine fieve 
made of gauze; hang it to dry; and when dry, rub off the 
juperfluous tale, which ferves again for the tere purpofe. 
The tale is: to be prepared in the following manner :—'Fake 
tlh. Mafcovy talc, boil it in fair water four hours; then tak® 
it off the fire, and let it {tand in the water two days; wath it 
well, beat it to pieces in a mortar, and add to it fix ounces 
of alum ; which, when reduced toa fine powder, put again ia- 
to clear water, and juft give it a boil: pour off the water, 
and place the powder inthe fun, or a warm place, to dry, 
and it will become a hard confiltence.. This beat in a mortar 
to.an impalpable powder, and itis fit for ufe. Keep it in 
a bottle, to keep the duft from. it, which is apt to make it 


appear dingy. - ifhed 
urni 
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Burn: hed gilding on glafs. 
Gilding on glafs is chiefly ufed for ornamenting the borders 
of prints, name-plates, and for other ornamental decorations 
of various kinds, and is performed in the following manner: 
Diffolve fome of the whiteft and moft tranfparent ifinglafs in 
the cleareft water, till pretty thick; {train it through a 
linen cloth, and keep it in a vial well corked; then take the 
beft black varnifh, fuch as is uled for the roois of carriages ; 
to which add a fmall quantity ef burnt lamp-black, well 
ground in {fpirits of turpentine; and with a large flat varnith 
bruth, give the glafs one even thin coat, poffefling a {mall 
degree of tranfparency, and appearing a good black on the 
other fide of the glafs; then with a fine needle {cribe the out- 
line of what black is to come out ;°then with a camel hair 
pencil lay a little water on the parts of the varnifh you with 
‘to détach, and in a few minutes it will peel away clean from 
the glafs. When all the varnifh to be. taken off is removed, 
fet the glafs near the fire todry, and harden the varnith ; 
then take the fize of a pea of the ifinglafs jelly, and put it 
into a tea-cup containing fome clean hot water, in which it 
mutt be diffolved. Next, prepare your gold leaf, by cutting 
it, on a gilding cufhion, into the moft convenient forms. With 
a hair pencil, dipped into the ifinglafs-water, touch thofe parts 
of the glafs you would have gilt, and, while moift, lay on 
the leaf gold; then fet she glafs in a flanting pofition before 
the fire, to dry, a few minutes; and, while it 1s a little warm, 
with a piece of clean cotton, rub the gold {martly to the glafs, 
which will give it a kind of polifh; then proceed to lay on 
a fecornd coat of gold in the fame manner, and your work 
is finifhed. Some lay on thfee coats ; but if the goid leaf be 
"good, two are generally fufficient. 
a 


THEATRICALS. 
Dec. 29. NEW Play, called Auretio ann Miganpa, 
the production of M/r. Boaden, was performed, 
for the firit time, at Drury Lane. ‘This piece was founded on 
the romance of The AZ me ; but it sede {pirit and intereft to — 
fx the attention ofan audience. The language, too, was very 
unequal 3 
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unequal ; in fome parts nervous and elegant ; in {ome, parodied 
or imitated from Shakefpeare ; and in others, {welling into 
extravagant bombaft. Some pleafing mufic by Kelly was in- 
troduced ; and if good ating could have done any thing for 
the piece, it was not wanting. Mr. Kemble, Mrs. Siddons, 
and Mrs. Powell, particularly diftinguithed themfelves. Af- 
ter a forced run oF five nights, however, it was withdrawn. 
A fingularity attended this renga ; which was, that it 
had neither prologue nor epilogue. 

Jan. 5, 1799. Mrs. Atkins, from the Bath theatre, 
made her firft appearance on the boards of Covent Garden in 
the chgiiter of Rofina, in the comic opera of that name.— 
This la@% poffeffes a voice of uncommon fweetnefs, though 
not of very confiderable force or compafs, which fhe feems to 
have caretully improved by attention to the fcience of mufic. 
Her figure is petite, her action eafy, and her appearance on 
the whole interefting and pleafing, and fuch as will render her 
a ufeful performer. 

Jan. 12. A new comedy, called Tue Vorary or 
Weattnu, written by Mr. Holman, was performed for the 
firft time at Covent Garden, Without any {trong pretenfions 
to novelty, either of character or incident, this comedy has 
very fair claims to approbation. Its characters are all drawn 
from nature, and made the vehicles of much fterling fentiment 
and pleafing mirth. It lathes the follies and fafhionable vices 
of she day with confiderable effet; and has been fince feveral 
times repeated to crowded and applauding audiences. 

Jan. 19, was prefented for the firft time, at Drury Lane 
theatre, a new entertainment, in the ftyle of Blue Beard, Lo- 
doifka, &e. &e. called Feupat Times; or, Tue Banquet 
Gacrery; written by Mr. Colman, and the mufic compofed 
by Mr. Kelly. Many parts of this piece {trongly remind the 
audience of the incidents and fituations in Blue Beard (the 
production of the famé authors) ; but in point of language it is 
rather inferior to that piece. For beauty of fcenery, {plen- 
dor of decoration, and ingenuity of machinery, however, it 
is certainly not excelled, if equalled, by any thing we now 
know on the English ftage. 
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FOR THE LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 
ARTHENIA prefents her beft refpects to Philoprepes*, 
of Pallmall, and begs leave to propofe to him the follow- 

ing Queries : 

1. What height ought -a lady to be, to authorife her to 
wear the curricle gown, lately fo much in vogue? 

z. What dimenfions does Philoprepes allow to a face, in 
order to look well (in his opinion) with the hair dreffed in 
the prefent tafte ? 

3. What colour ought that hair to be? 

Laftly. If, ashe allows, there is no fuch thing in nature 
as an ugly or an ill-made woman, of what ufe is the advice of 
Philoprepes ? 

Burton-on-Trent. 


CABINET OF FASHION, 


With 


ELEGANT COLOURED ENGRAVINGS. 


MORNING DRESS. 

Firfl Figure. Gown, \ead-coloured filk; cloak, white 
fatin with black lace; bonnet, fcarlet and light blue fatin ; 
fhoes, fcarlet. 

Sccond Figure. Plain gown, handkerchief, purple velvet, 
with a cape and trimming of ermine; bonnet, radiated and 
bound with ermine, with a puting of purple fatin, and thoes of 


the fame. 
FULL DRESS. 

Firft Figure. Sicilian velt, crimfon velvet trimmed with 
ermine, ever a demi-habiliment of white muflin, trimmed 
with pomts of crimfon velvet ; fleeves and ruff plam. Head- 
drefs, a turban of crimfon velvet, trimmed with ermine. 
Shoes, crimfun velvet. White filk gloves. 

Second Figure. Scarlet kerfeymere gown, with half fleeves 
trimmed with brown fur; fleeves white, with a border of blue 
flowers embroidered. Scarlet thoes. Hair without powder. 


* See vol. I. p. 475, &c. 
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REVIEW OF FEMALE LITERATURE, 





1, Henry, or the Foundling, To which are added, the Pre- 
judiced Parent, or the Virtuous Daughter. Tales calculated 
to improve the Mind and Morals W, Youth. By Mrs. Pilk- 
ington. 1s. 6d. Vernor and Hood. 


HIS Foundling has no alliance whatever to Tom Jones 
of madcap memory. And though the urbanity and 
intereft of that celebrated performance cannot be expected 
here, the levities and impurities, in which it abounds, are 
alfo fupplied by an invariable preference of decorum, for 
which this Lady’s literary labours are remarkable. The 
complexion of the tale, throughout, puts us in mind of a ver 
recent occurrence at Bath. A noble Admiral, greatly dit 
tinguifhed in the naval annals of Great Britain, paffed fome 
time laft autumn at this place of general rendezvous. One 
morning a bafket, addrefied to his Lordthip, of an elegant 
appearance, in which fomewhat rather handfomely wrapped 
ina profufion of very fine drapery feemed depolived, was 
Seenid' by the porter at the hall door. ‘The prefent thus de- 
corated proved to be a fine infant. It is very much to the 
honour both of the noble Lord and his worthy Countefs, 
that they had the child forthwith provided with a wet nurfe. 
The mother is fuppofed to be an Emigrant Lady of diftinc- 
tion, and fortunately the infant has fallen into a fituation 
where it is likely to want for nothing. Far different was the 
VOL. Il. O cafe 
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cafe with Henry, the hero of the prefent volume. Coverly, 
to whom he is originally configned, isa brute; refufes the 
poor child all indulgence, prohibits every attention to his edu- 
cation, and allows him, with the worft grace in the world, 
only the run of his kitchen. Henry, meanwhile, grows 
daily more and more into the good liking of all about him, 
and becomes fuch a favourite of Captain Manly, a frequent 
vifitor at Coverly’s, that the Captain adopts him, and provides 
for endowing him with a liberal education. Refcued from 
his former {tate of debafement, he makes rapid progrefs in his 
ftudies. Coverly’s affairs become deranged, which breaks 
his heart, and reduces his nephews, who lived with him and 
depended on his attention, to a fituation which mortifes their 
pride, and places them as much beneath Henry as ever he 
was beneath them. Henry’s patron, at laft, difcovers the 
real father of his adopted fon to be Earl Penton; ac- 
quaints his gig with the ftory of his fon, and where 
he had placed him for his improvement. The {cene is im- 
bs TE and naturally, reverfed in Henry’s favour, who 
difplays the fame equanimity in profperity which did him fo 
much honour in the depths of his humiliation. The ftory 
terminates in the happinefs of all in whofe welfare the readers 
have been previoufly interefted. This is a very brief and 
imperfect analyfis of this beautiful and pleafing narrative. 
Here there is no plot, no ftage effect, nothing myf{terious nor 
enigmatical ; and yet we have not been able to glance through 
the facts but curforily with dry eyes; fo very irrefiftible are 
the charms of genuine fimplicity. And had we never re- 
ceived either profit or pleafure from any preceding effort 
of this induftrious and amiable writer, we fhould have thought 
it our duty to thank her for the very large fhare of both the 
now affords us in this. If Mrs, Pilkington adheres to this ftyle 
of compofition, there is little doubt of her attaining to very 
diftinguifhed excellence. And of this we are the more con- 
vinced, from the very few {pecimens of it we find, notwith- 
ftanding the {warm of novels which iflue inceflantly from the 
Englith prefs. 

3 2. The 
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2. The Family Book, or Children’s ‘Journal ; containing moral 
or amufing Tales, with inftrudive dialogues upon fubje&s 
which generally occur in. familiar fociety. Tranflated from 
the French of Monf. Berquin. 13s. Vernor and Hood. 
THE matter here is well felected, and communicated in 

language fo eafy and familiar, as very properly adapts it to 

the level of the moft infantile capacity. And our author, 
by a verfatility peculiarly calculated to win the volatile af- 
fections of his young and giddy readers, has found means 
to make them familar with every occurrence, circumftance, 
and particular, in the economy of domeltic life. Thefg are 
the topics on which he faftens their attention :—Obedience 

-—jultice—Verbal Veracity—The Ufeful before the Agree- 

able—Mine and Thine—The Cats—Confideration due to 

Servants—The Robbery—Labour—Danger of Crying for 

Nothing —Confcience—The Eggs—Cloth and Paper—The 

Dogs— Butter—A whole country reformed by Four Children 

—Air — Growth of Plants— Vapour—Clouds —Dreadful 

Confequences of Paflion-~The Five Senfes—Senfations— 

The Soul of Beails—Man fuperior to Animals—Imagina- 

tion—Memory—Reafon—Freedom of the Will—Tae Oxen 

in Quarrel, a fable—The Blindman and the Cripple, a tale— 

General and particular Events of Men——-Advantages of 

Society—Money, Commerce, and Merchants— Riches, Capi- 

tal, and [ntereft. Such is the bill of fare prefented here for 

the benefit of youth; and we have no hefitation in pronounc- 
ing it highly favoury and deleétable. 
I 

3- The Britifh Nepos, or Youth’s Mirror. Being fele& Lives 
of Illuftrious Britons, who have been difinguifbed by their 
Virtues, Talents, or remarkable Progre/s in Life; with in- 
cidental and pra@ical Reflections: Written purpofely for the 
ufe of Schools, and carefully adapted to the fituation and 
charaG&ers of Britifh Touth. By William Mavor, LL.D. 
Vicar of Hurley, Berkfire, and Chaplain to the Earl of 
Dumfries. 4s. 6d. Phillips. 

WE fee no very cogent reafon for adopting the firft title, 
refpectable as it is, fince the drift of the work is fufficiently 
5 Pa announced 
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announced by the fecond. And we think the work, upon 
the whole, too wel) written to aflume a borrowed name. 
Befides, it is paying a greater deference to the ancients than 


‘ they deferve, as it tacitly implies a confcious incompetency 


in ourfelves to chriften our own offspring. The abridger is, 
however, a workman, who need not be afhamed of his work; 
and who, if the trite adage be true, that practice makes per- 
fection, is entitled to no fmall credit for his fuccefs in this 
fort of Bookmaking. The characters here exhibited are 
— happily compreffed, and, as we conceive, difplay a neat- 
nefs furpafing any of our author’s preceding labours. The 
introduétion or preface isin his beft manner, and evinces 
what might be expected from his talents and induftry, were he 
to compofe from his own ideas, inftead of wafting his genius 
and time in garbling thofe of others. The {election is made 
with judgment, and the abftraé of each life is a collection of 
traits fo happily placed, as to have the beft effect on young 
minds. But we muft obferve, that his {tri€ures on Lord 
Chancellor Bacon have all the unqualified feverity of Mallet, 
without that allowance which his abftrated ftudies, philofo- 
sp habits, and fcientific preferences, naturally fuggeft. 
t may readily be conceived how averfe the mind of Bacon, 
fo inceflantly occupied in the contemplation of fubjects the 
moft important, was to review the concerns of a family ; or to 
exercife, with neceflary {triétnefs, the parfimonious econ 
indifpenfible to the regulation of a numerous eftablifhment. 
We Shaw few inftances in hiftory that requires greater lenity 
than this, or on which the prudery of a faflidious morality 
has been more wantonly indulged. Our author is the more 
excufable, however, for the liberty he takes, that many great 
men have fet him the example; though fome of them, as 
Mr. Pope, have vee their memories to fimilar imputa- 
tions, even in circum(tances which afforded no apology fer fuch 


mifcondu&. In the variety of lives which come under his 
gognizance, many opportunities occur which foggeft refle&tion. 
But in this he is prudently {fparing, and the few in which he 
occafionally indulges are always natural, pertinent, and ufeful. 

In 
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In fhort, we have here a very inftruétive compilation, both 
for old and young. It contains a great deal both of public 
and private hiftory; and to the rifing generation in fafhionable 
circles, or the great world, the Jeffons it teaches, and the in- 
formation it affords, are of the laft importance, 





4. Anecdotes of the Lat Twelve Years of the Life of F. F. 

Rouffeau, originally publifhed in the Fournal De Paris. ,, 
Citizen Corancez, one of the Editors of that . Tranflat- 
ed from the French. 23. Wallis, Paternofier Row. 


WHATEVER belongs to the character of this illuftri- 
ous and extraordinary man will always be an obje& of general 
folicitude, wherever real genius and the philofophy of nature 
are refpeéted. In the prefent performance, he is placed be- 
fore us in the moit familiar view; in the circle of private 
friendthip, and fupporting his fhare in an intimate intercourfe 
with the author of this account. Weare fo near him, that 
we cannot mifs the object we look for; and the picture is 
luch, as to render every circumftance connected with it inte- 
refting. Citizen Corancez is of opigion, that. Rouffeau was 
guilty of fuicide, and that he ended his life with his own 
hand. This, in a letter to Citizen Corancez, Madame 
Rouffeau as ferioufly denies. And from the facts {tated b 
both our readers muft form their conclufion, The mie 
lation, whatever the original may be, is inexcufably flovenly, 
None of the ancedotes here related are in any degree brilliant, 
or entertaining; and the whole merit of the performance 
relts on the name of J. J. Rouffeau. 

or 
5. Remarks on Revolution and Infidelity ; being the fubflance 
of feveral Speeches lately delivered in a private Literary 

Society in Edinburgh. With anecdotes of two of the members, 

and an appendix, containing tevo Letters which fince paffed 

between them. By A. M. Secretary. 


AS thefe Remarks are calculated to confirm, not inva- 
lidate, the evidence of our beft convictions, the bufinels of 
O 3 this 
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this Literary Club does it credit. And it were moit devout- 7 





ly to be wifhed our young ftudents in every feminary of the \ 
kingdom were engaged in fimilar purfuits. ‘The Book ex- f 
hibits an example well deferving the imitation of all fuchas fi 
are {till in a {tate of cultivation. It argues the necefhity and y 
utility of fupernatural guidance in the way of life, with n 
equal ftrength and propriety. And whatever others may {c 
think of the reafons it fuggefts, they appear to us unanfwer- ke 
able. ce 
6. A Narrative of the Seizure and Confinement of Ann Brook. | f 

houfe, who was affaulted in one of the flreets of Lendon, and D 


carried off by two hired ruffians, May 7, 1798, and detained 

in clofe ie till Auguft 25 following; as related by 

herfelf. Written by a Friend. 2s. 

OF the authenticity of the faéts in this myfterious nar- 
rative, notwithftanding the folicitude of the fair fufferer, 
many will ftill doubt. For our parts, we dare not hazard 





an opinion. It is not for us to aflume what even the vigi- an 
lance of official inquifition has not been able to afcertain. he 
But, though we allow that a young woman may have good vel 
reafons for not divulging the real caufe of her temporary ri 
concealment, we know alfo what wealth and power may §& de. 
command in the fervice of lawlefs defire, and of what re- adi 
fources capable, when fubjeét to the impulfe of criminal paf- tra 
 fion. And yet we cannot help deprecating the poffibility of hei 
fuch a flagrant violation of juftice and law, as it leaves op- de 
ffon triumphant, and innocence unproteéted. The pamph- pre 
Loci well written, and the cafe made out in a matterly wh 
manner. qui 





The C. Truth. Containing, befides jety of 
. auje of i ruth. ontaining, @ great variely © 
: other —— Shee of Errors in the Political W. ae of 
Thomas Paine, and other publications of a fimilar kind; in a 
ferries of Letters of a religious, moral, and political, nature. 
By Robert Thomas, Minifier of Abdie. 93. 
ERE is a profufion of common-place on a great variety 
of common fubjeéts; but if vulgarity were ever excufable, 
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it is in an addrefs to the vulgar. And furely criticifm may 
well be explicit on a work covered by fuch an ample fab- 
fcription. It is not ill calculated, however, for the ufe of 
fuch readers as may {till regard with fome partiality the per- 
nicious dogmas it would expofe. Our fair readers will find 
many things here collected in one point of view, which lie 
fcattered in many performances. And, confidering the pre- 
fent high price of books, and the great quantity of matter 
comprifed in this, we may very fafely commend it as a cheap 
purchafe, which, genius, tafte, and modefty excepted, is, as 
the world now goes, one of the rareft qualities in modern 
publications. 


prettiest tenn 


$8 Theodore, or the Gamefler’s Progr a poetical Tale. 
gs. 6d. Vernor and Hood. 


THIS is an account of a profligate precipitated into mifery 
and ruin by gaming, in which the flagitious expedients, and 
horrid confequences, of that bewitching vice are fully de- 
veloped. ‘The admirers of tragical fcenes will be much 

ratified by this poem, in which thefe are exhibited in very 
i and affecting colours. The flratagems of feduction, 
adopted by thofe imps of cegicey and fraud, who make a 
trade of living on the ruin of innocence and fimplicity, are 
here brought forward, and properly ftigmatized. And the 
detection, on which the whole machinery employed in the 
progrefs and bufinefs of the poem turns, is accomplifhed by one, 
who owed to this infamous praétice a feries of the moft ex- 
quifite fufferings. It had brought upon him a youth of dif 
traction, and am age of forrow. It even embrued his hands 
in a parent’s blood, and drove him into a {tate of voluntary {e- 
clafion from the world, at the prime of his age. Here he fhut 
himfelf up from the haunts of men, and endeavoured to atone 
forthe madnefs of diflipation, by the feverity of penitence. 
And he feems to have been difcovered by a virtuous family, 
jult in time to fave their rifing offspring from a fimilar cataf- 
trophe. But we refer our readers to the work, and promife 
them confiderable fatisfaction in the perufal. 
9. LeGures 
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Lefures on Diet and Regimen. Being a {yflematic inquiry 
into the moft rational means of preferving health, and prolong. 
ing life; together with phyfological and chemical Explanations, 
calculated chiefly for the ufe of families, in order to banifh the 
prevailing abufes and prejudices in medicine. By A. F. M. 
Willich, M. D. 93. 


WE are much gratified in having it in our power to re- 
commend a book of fuch utility as thefe Le@ures to our fair 
readers. Their feclufion, for the moft part, from the more 
laborious and ative duties of fociety ; their fedentary habits, 
and domeftic occupations, render whatever relates to the 
economy of health a concern to them peculiarly familiar and 
interefting. The Ledures under confideration will prove 
afource of the beft information to them on every medical 
fubje@. And though Dr. Willich difcuffes whatever falls 
under his notice in a very fcientific manner, he ftudioufly 
avoids the ufe of hard words and abftrufe terms. He is of 
courfe fo perfectly intelligible, as mutt render him every 
where very popular. To families, particularly, at an incon- 
venient diftance from the faculty, his advice muft often prove 
at once acceptable and falutary. And no man, who is at 
all interefted in the comfort of his own houfehold, be his 
eltablifhment large or contracted, ought to be without a 
performance, in the contents of which every individual is 
much more nearly concerned, than even penfioners and 
place-men in thofe of the red book. 


nes Pe 


10. Tale of the Times. By the author of a Goffip’s Story. 
Dedicated, by permiffion, to Mrs. Carter. In 3 vols. 12%. 


Longman and Rees, Paternofler-row. 


WE admit this Za/e to a niche in our gallery of Female 
Literature, becaule the production of a lady poflefled of very 
refpectable talents; becaufe it is addreffed to one of the 
worthieft and mot elegant {cholars of her fex; and becaufe 
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it is calculated, both by the ftyle of the ee and the 
tendency of the whole, to attach no inconfiderable thare of 
feminine attention. We have {till another reafon for re- 
uefting our readers to paufe a little on what we would fay 
on this book. Many novels are more immoral in their gene- 
ral drift, more loofe in the fentiments they exemplify, more 
ilhberal in the characters they exhibit, mach lefs entertaining, 
worfe written, and a great deal more barren of genius, talte, 
and wit, than this. A tone of diltrefs and diflatisfaction is, 
however, fo wantonly afflumed every where, that the molt 
obvious effect of all its evolutions and incidents is to deprefs 
the feeling mind. And were it the moft moral book in the 
language, this quality, in our opinion, renders it more per- 
nicious to the oe than almoft any other. , The condition of 
woman in civilized life is not much adapted to keeping u 
their fpirits. Moft of their ailments are ms the nervous kind. 
And thefe are commonly incident in the largeft thare to the 
beft of the fex. It is thofe at lealt who are moft diltinguifhed 
for goodnefs of heart, and cxquifite fenfibility, on whom the 
various fhocks that flath is here to fall the heavielt. And 
nothing contributes more to inflame this diftemper, and in- 
creafe the {plenetic queruloufnefs of feminine dejection, than 
the very defponding humour in which fictitious afflictions and 
embarraflments are generally detailed. Impreflions of this 
fort are much deepened by thefe volumes, from the dreadful 
leries.of calamitics in which the author inceflantly plunges 
the moft deferving of her dramatis perfonz. All, or moft 
of, our tragical inventions, from Clarifla Harlowe to The Tale 
of the Times, are degraded by this deteftable bias, which has 
depreciated every thing facred and venerable in the opening 
apprehenfions of the rifing generation; as it exhibits virtuc in 
the moft unlovely view, and transfers to vice perpetual profpe- 
rity. But what pleafure can any well-direéted mind enjoy from 
fuch a profs impeachment of divine Providence? Surely, in 
™ ‘uch an age as this, we need no fuch contributors to the 
} ‘numphs of atheifm! Happily, the moft ordinary experience 
gives the lie direct to all fuch black details. And we appeal, 
with 
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with confidence, to every one who knows the world, and is 
competent to make up his mind from what is daily patling 
before him, whether the moft wretched are to be found among 
the beft or the worft. In every weil-regulated fociety, fuc. 
cefs and comfort are more or Jefs infeparable from the ex. 
ertion of particular virtues. Even when fome inftances and 
accidents interfere with thefe accultomed procedure, what. 
ever difafters occur, may eafily be traced to their genuine 
caufe; and that caufe will never be found at odds with the 
benignity of God’s moral government. 





hl ERR Yee a 


11. ILiluftrations of Sterne. With other Effays, and Verfes. 
By Fohn Ferriar, M. D. 5s. Cadell and Davis. 


WE promife our literary readers much pleafure, and not 
a little inftruétion, from this performance, which abounds in 
variety of detections, dentin fingular and {triking. Here 
the moft prolific refources of poor Yorick’s drolleries are ex- 
pofed. But, to fay the truth, enemies as we are to plagia 
rifm, this of Sterne appears to us fufceptible of apology. Thefe 
antiquated pleafantries are by him revived, and reanimated by 
a kind of new life. They were dead and ufelefs, in fome 
degree, to all, until awaked by his genius; they are now 
rendered more attrative and charming than ever. The im 
prover of our grounds has not the lefs merit that he is not the 
creator. He gives them a new form; he polifhes and beaut 
fies the various deformities which adhered to them in their 
natural ftate. And his fuccefs in this is the proof of his art, 
but detraéts nothing from his originality. Sterne has renewed 
our acquaintance with {tories already in our poffeflion indeed, 
but of which we were ignorant. And the authors he gar 
bled had {carcely employed even Dr. Ferriar’s refearch, but 
for the ufe made of them by him. For our part, fuch is the 
delight and high enjoyment the very {portive and fentimental 


genius of this inimitable writer has repeatedly afforded us | 


that we cannot help regretting the diligence ‘it has coft the 


Doss | 

















aR a ae a a 


' 








LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 


155 


Wogtor to explore the various documents of his plagiarifm. 
And we are rather apprehenfive, after all, that few writers, 


equally voluminous as Sterne, would efcape much better a 
{crutiny fo fevere. 





~—— Gee 
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12. Sentimental Beauties, from the Writings of Dr. Blair ; 


eleted with a view to refine the tafle, redtify the judgment 
fe mould the heart to virtue. 48. Wallis, lak ate fireet. , 


THE very popular name of Dr. Blair would fanctify 
thefe Beauties, were they of lefs intrinfic excellence than the 
certainly are. For, indeed, many in thefe feleétions deferve 
high commendation. The topic is always ufeful, ornamen- 
tal, or interefting; the fentiments are chafte and corre&t; and 
the language always beautiful, and not unfrequently at once 
bold and affecting. Notwith{tanding all this, we fhould have 
no hefitation in preferring to thefe elegant extracts the 
plaineit originals. For thus it is, to ufe the lively but quaint 
phrafeolopy of an old writer—* we thus make new mixtures, 
as apothecaries every day pour out of one veffel into another ; 
and as thofe old Romans robbed all the cities of the world, 
to fet out their bad-fited Rome, we fkim off the cream of 
other men’s wits, pick the choice flowers of their titled. 
gardens, to fet out our own fteril fpot. We weave the fame 
web; {till twift the fame rope again and again.” 


NT A 


13. The Speaker, or Mifcellaneous Pieces fele&ed from the beft Eng- 
lifh writers, and difpofed under proper heads, with a view to 
facilitate the improvement of Youth in reading and peaking. 
To which are added, two Effays ; \. on Elocution; 11. on 


reading Works of Tafle. 38.6d. R. Dodfley. 


THIS compilation has of late become fo popular, and is 
now fo commonly ufed in {chools, that rival imprefhions of it 
are feparately publifhed. All the difference is, therefore, in 
a few preliminaries, and fome infertions in the one, to make 
up for fuch in the other as the laws of literary property pro- 
tet. Thefe give the prefent edition every way the advantage, 
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as it prefents the purchafers with much original matter no 
where elfe to be tound. The fecond effay, on reading works 
of Tafe, afiuming the fame title with one by the original 
compiler, merits peculiar attention; and, as we prefume, can 
be carefully perufed by few without a confiderable fhare both 
of pleafure and profit. It {tamps fuch a value on the collec. 
tion, as, without it, we ferioufly doubt whether any future 
imprefhon can poffefs, and warrants the ftrongeft recommen. 
dation of it in our power to parents, teachers, pupils, and all 
who take any intereft in the conduc and progreds of a virta- 
ous and polifhed education. And we would introduce it to 
the acquaintance of our fair readers, with the greater confi- 
dence, that it breathes the fame fpirit our brief reviews of fe. 
male literatare are calculated to infpire. The Effayift fays= 
** It may not be improper juft to mention, in the conclufioa 
of this very imperfect eflay on Reading, that it is not eafily 
calculated what injury our national tafte muit fuffer from the 
oo difufe of the Brdk in mott feminanes of general repute, 
e confider the innovation, here, merely as withholding 
from youth fuch a work of tafte, as all the fources of literature 
cannot replace. Every man of tafte, whether infidel or 
chriftian, muft admire the bold and affeGting ftrokes of nature 
in which this unfafhionable book abounds. No writings are 
tran{mitted to us of an antiquity fo remote, or a genius fo 
exalted ; and with them none has ever appeared, in our world, 
which can bear the moft diftant comparifon. Their fimplici- 
ty of narration, grandeur of defcription, juftne{s of character- 
iltic painting, dignity of fentiment, difinterefted philanthropy, 
the elegance and nerve which often diftinguifh the {peeches 
and addrefs of their feveral interlocutors, have certainly no 
irallel in any other compofition we know. And let it be 
well remembered, that, in the laft century, when our belt 
writers appeared in fuch clufters, which is juftly deemed the 
Auguftan age of Britifh literature, the Holy ied eey were 
regalarly taught, and even claffed as a common {chool-book, 
in every public and private feminary of learning, from the 

highelt to the loweft in the kingdom.” , 
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THE STORY OF ORLANDO, 


BY MRS. S&S. HUGHES. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Oni anpo was the only child of a clergyman (nearly related to a mitre), 
who, preferring happinefs to every other worldly confideration, mar- 
tied a beautiful and accomplithed orphan, that poffeffed only a {quail 

eflate; himfelf enjoying a living competent to his wants and charities, 
vith the fair profpect of preferment. He felt himfeld happy in dit 
a rging his duty in an exemplary manner, devoting the feft of bis 
time to the education of his fon; cultivating with care and attention 
the growing virtues now plainly confpicuous in the amiable youth, 
hom he defigned for the gown. He was nearly fourteen when death 
deliroyed the happinefs of this little family, by taking the hi ad of at 
fud lenly away. The young widow retired, inconfolable, to her pa- 
te “ay farm, where, in lefs than iwo years, grief put a period to ber 
, leaving Orlando in poffeffion of his mothes’s beauty, and aji the 
virtues of hts father, 


AT URS'D in the downy lap of affluence, 

LN The blooming, gay Orlando peaceful fmil'd ; 
“si wayward {tars their baneful heams difplay'd, 
And Fortune inaafpicious mark"d his birth ; 

She round his pareots with a lavish hand 

Her bleflings {trew'd ; but foon the fun declin’d, 

(nd all the bright illufion fuak in night ! 
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The youth \ was left with nought but native worth 
To ftem the adverfe tide: "twas then his foul 
Superior rofe ; for what was wanting of 
Paternal wealth, ‘Indufiry made his own. 

The Aarvefl fmil’d, his vintage overflow’d ; 

His teeming flocks a double offspring blefs’d. 

Thus happy was the-youth! Peace clos'’d his eves, 
And Plenty crown'd his hofpitable board. 

But Love, th’ invader of the blifsful hour, 
Embitter'd all hig future life with woe! 

He faw Lucinda, and his heart confefs’d 
Flis eyes had ne’er beheld fo bright a fair ' 
Yet ftill his heart unconfcious felt the flame. 
But when converfing with the artlefs maid, 
She in his thought furpafs’d the Grecian Dame", 
W hole fatal charms engag’d two worlds in war. 
Her blooming cheek was like the thornlefs rofe : 
In her foft-beaming eyes appear’d her foul, 
W ith innate worth adorn'd; ingenuous wit, 
‘Temper'd with judgment, fhew'd th’ admiring ; youth 
The intellectual beauties of her mind, 

The fubtle poifon ftole into his breaft, 
And ev'ry nerve receiy'd the latent fire. 

Long time he hugg’d the foft, the pleafing chain, 
While Hefe and young defire play’d round his breaft. 
But who can paint the anguifh and defpaty, 

That fudden dike the lightning’s dreadful beam) 
Struck th’ afionith’d youth, when he was told 
Lucinda’s hand was deftin’d to afwain 

In virtue rich, and rich in Fortune's gifts, 
Adorn’d with each attractive, winning grace! 

Hope fled, and horror fhook his inmoft foul ! 

Whole nights upona dewy bank he lay, 

And liften’d to the mourning philomel. 

But when Aurora ~— o’er the eaft, 

And the ftars fled at th’ approach of day, 

He homeward turn’d his folitary fteps, 

To lofe in fleep the tort’ring pains of love : 

But oft the balmy blefling, infincere, 

Shew'd him Lucinda.beautcous as the morn, 
When Phoebus rifes in a cloudlefs fky, 

And at her feet th’ enraptur'd, happy fwain!—— 





* Helena. 
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Fir'd with the frantic rage of jealoufy, 

The filken bands of flumber off were broke, 

And from his eyes faft fell the bitter tear! 
Unable to endure the dreadful thought, 

Or fee his rival with Lucinda bleft, 

He form’d the refolution to forfake 

His friends, his fortune, and his native clime, 

And feck in diftant realms or Peace, or Death, 

Rather than fee the vifion realiz’d, 

Unhappy youth !———while I thy woes relate, 
What gen’rous bofom but muft fympathize, 

And drop the tear of fenfibility ! 

He fudden fled—nor knew his friends his fate, 
Till Ceres thrice had bleft the reapers’ toil. 
"Twas then Orlando's name appear’d enroll’d 
Amongft thofe heroes who, divinely brave, 

Had nobly fought, and met a glorious death, 
And dy’d with Britith blood th’ enfanguin’d field. 

With his laft figh he breath’d Lucinda’s name ; 
His laft idea was her lovely form !—— 

His gentle ghoft, at the foft fall of eve, 

Still hovers round where it was wont to dwell ; 
Pleas’d to behold Lucinda’s happinefs, 

And, as her guardian angel, to protect 

The balmy flumbers of the beauteous dame. 





ADDRESS TO THE DRUM. 


EASE, fate-denouncing Drum !—thofe clamours ceafe ; 


Dread of the timid foul—ftern foe to Peace, 


W hofe rolling notes, deep thund’ring through the air, 
Give courage to the brave,—but to the maid defpair! 


She, who prophetic mourns a lover loft, 

Each {weet hope blighted, all her withes croft : 
May not thy terrors in her anguifh’d heart 
Kenew the pangs the felt, when forc'’d to part 


With him the lov’d fo well ?—when Margate’s Pier 


W itneis’d the fmother’d figh, the tender tear, 

As the full Tranfport, which muft waft him o'er 
From Thanet’s ifland to fierce Gallia’s fhore, 
Pour’d forth (in mad confufion) various founds, 


While thy firong tones the lift’ning fenfe confounds ! 


—The matron, too,—her darling offspring flain 
In lov'd Hibernia, or the hoftile plain, 


P 2 


Shrinks 




































































16¢ 


LADY¥’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 





SSE - 





Shrinks from the revesi/e in wild alatm— 

She, who the fofteft notes now fail te chatm ! 

Not the {weet Oboe, not the cheerful Fife, 

Can cheat one moment of her wretched lite ! 
eeeeeeeeeeneeneeeneeees 

What, then, in pity to thefe tender claims, 

Shalt thou no more aroufe the heart that flames 

In fiern defiance of th’ embattled foe-— 

No more increafe its flrong, but gen’rous glow /— 
* Shall filence mark the foottteps of the brave, 


As on the burning plain they fee (perhaps) a greve ?- 


Have I not heard the veteran foldier praite 

Thy potent influence in'untutord lays? 

Have I not feen the new-recruftéd race 

Step to thy meafur’d ftrokes with vig’rous grace 7 
And muft the mufic of the glorious field 

To woman’s timid forrows idly yield ? ———- 

Not fo! the great alternative prevai 

And Honour’s rights commiarid the wav’ring fcales. 








ON SEPARATION. 


A® ! bitter pill of human care, 
What a can paint thy ling’sing gtief— 
W hat reafon folten thy de{pair— 
What friendthip yield thy fouk relief ? 


The deepeft igh of Glént woe, 
The wrung emotions of the heart, 
The tear affection ht to flow, 
The ftings anxiety impart :-—- 


Thefe emblems of the joylefs mind 
Paint thy contending feelings beft, 

When on the mournful couch reclin’d 
Thy throbbing forrows are expreft. 


In thefe lone moments dwells the fou! 
On all its little joys at home, 

While anzious thoughts impetuous rol! 
On ey’ry unknown hout to come, 


The flatt’ring with, defpair will veil, 

Though glimm’ring — would light the way, 
Till certain mis'ry ftacps her feal, 

And clouds obfcure the trembling ray. 
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So fighs the poor, unpity’d flave, ean 

(As flowly fteals the heart-wrung tear, 
When borne on yonder fnowy wave 

Far from affections foft and dear! 


What pow’r can footh the woesT fee]— 
What gentle balm my forrows heal? H. 





PASTORALS. 


MORNING. 


URSTING through the fable cov’sing, 
Morn enlivens all the fky ; 

Glowing beauties, now difcov'ring, 

Prove Aurora’s chariot nigh. 


Perch'd upon the attic fpray, 
Chanticleer now founds his horn, 
Herald of the blaze of day, 
Uther’d by the blaze of Morn! 


O’cr the heath the ne ay ftray, 
Anxious to unpen their fold, 
When the eaftern god of day 
Tips the diftant hills with gold. 


View the ploughman how he meafures 
O’er the glebe an even pace ; 
Whiftling as the feed he treafures 
To fuftain the human race. 


O’er the verdant meadow fkipping, 
Cheeks all flufh’d with rofeate glow, 

See the joyous milk-maid tripping, 
Undifturb’d by care and woe. 


Whilft the cow all docile ftands, 
Lowing neat the beechen rail, 

As the labour of her hands 
Amply fills the frofted pail. 


Now the tky-lark, foaring high, 
Warbles through the paffing gale, 

Whilft the ring-dove’s plaintive igh 
Tells its mate a tendep tale. 
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And the flow’rs freth fweets exhaling, 

Nurtur’d by the dew of mom, 
And the active bee, regaling, 

Break fafis on the bloflom’d thorn. 

















View each difiant profpect glowing, 
From the fan's tranicendent ray ; 

Health and life at once beftowing 
Ev'ry new returning day. 


NOON. 


STRETCH 'D beneath the oaken thade, 
See the love-fick thepherd lay, 

Diftant from the opening glade 
That admits the folar ray. 


Wear yon pure, tranflucent rill, 
Hear the {portive lambkins bleat ; 
Or, reclining on a hill, 
Panting with the fervid heat. 


Now the fun, with radiant pow’r, 
Sheds his glowing beams of light ; 

Whilft the thirfty, janguid flow’r 
Droops until the dew of night. 











Not a zephyr’s gentle breeze 
Whilpers through the floping vale ; 
Not a motion fhakes the trecs, 
W afted from the weftern gale. 





Now the birds to diftant . 
Petch'd an attic ipray, - 
Warble forth their tender loves, . 
Shaded from the glare of day. 


EVENING. 
NOW the plaintive bird of night 
Sweetly warbles o’er the glade, 
And the fun’s refulgent light 
Sinks beneath the ev’ning fhade. 


And the flow’r-enamell’d bed 
Blufhes with enliven’d hue, 
Whilft the lily rears its head, 


Water'd by the falling-dew. 
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At the foot of yonder hill 
Colin's humble cottage 
Anda foft, pellucid rill 
At it's margin gently creeps, 








O’er the meadow now he’s pacing, 
Grateful for domeftic blifs : 

View the lovely children racing, 
Eager for the greeting kits! 


Seated in the verdant bow’r, 
Now the fhepherd owns his love ; 
¥ ows that Cupid’s mighty pow’r 
Shall furpafs the conftant dove ! 


Blithfome is the village maiden, 
Dancing o’er the well-trod lawn, 

Whilft for her the fwain é laden 
With the bloffom of the thorn. 


Breaking over yonder tow’r, 

View the meon’s reflected beams ; 
See its rays illume the bow’r 

By its foft and filver gleams : 


Whilft the traveller, benighted, 
Hails the luftre of its light, 

When no longer he’s affrighted 
By the fable fhade of Night. 





A VALENTINE. 


rs greet the new-born, blooming year, 
W hat vary’d flow’ry fweets appear ! 

The little birds begin to fing, 

And Nature {miles to welcome Spring. 

Yet thele, Aminta, foon decay ; 

The fongfters on the leafy fpray 


Will filent fit, nor heed the year, 
Nor fweetly vary’d flow’rs appear, 


Inoonftant thefe—but I will prove 

Exemplar of unchanging love ; 

Entwine my faithful heart with thine, 

And ever be thy Varentine! ¥. A. 


At 70 
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TO SAMUEL ROGERS, ESQ. 


AUTHOR oF ‘* THE PLEASURES OF MEMORY," AND OTHER POEMS LATELY 
PUBLISHED. 


——Tale tuum carmen nobis, divine Poeta, 
Quale fopor feffis in gramine, quale per eftum 
Duicis aqua faliente fitim reflinguere rivo. VIRGIL. 


WEET Bard of Memory! accept the lay 

Thy merit prompts a diftant Mufe to pay. 
Though weak her voice, her dialect though rude, 
Permit th’ admiring ftranger to intrude, 
And greet thee fitting in fome fav’rite fhade 
By Tafte for Song and Meditation made ; 
Or, haply, wand'ring by fome winding ftream, 
Clear, like thy mind, and foothing, like thy theme. 


The foft effufions of thy polith’d lyre 
Each mild emotion of the heart infpire : 
I feel their influence now pervade my breaft, 
And charm the cares of bufy life to reft. 
With thee, a penfive view I fondly caft 
@n fcenes of innocent amufement paft : 
"The top, the kite, the marble I recal, 
The hunted Hipper, and the bounding bal] ; 
The blind-fold boy, that, in the centre plac’d, 
Around the room the nimble taunters chas’d ; 
With various other fports that cheer’d the throng, 
As gaily roll’d youth’s vacant hoursalong. | 
And oft my fancy, by thy pencil led, 
Seems to forget her vernal years are fled-—— 
Begins again to act youth’s frolics o’er— 
Spurns Time’s controul, and turns a romp once more. 


Great mafter of the fentimental ftrain ! 
Skill’d to command grief, pity, pleafure, pain; 
W hate’er the tenor of thy varied tale, 
Still Nature owns each elegant appeal : 
There no difcordant founds offend the ear, 
Nor lurks a line which Modefty might fear ; 
Nor breathes a thought that Virtue would alarm— 
Make Honour blufh, or do Religion harm! 
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ODE FOR THE NEW TEAR, 


BY HENRY JAMES FYE, BSQVIAB, FORE LAUREAT, 


rT*HO’ the dan mift and driving rack 
Awhile may hide the orb of day, 
Aloft he keeps his radiant track, 
Burning with undimimith’d ray, 
And foon before his gorgeous fire 
The evenefcent clouds retire, 
Then, burfting forth to mortal aght, 
His glories feth with keoner blaze, 
Dim with their force the dazzl’d gaze, 
Sowing with flame divine the empyreal fields of light. 


il. 


So while the lowering clouds of Fete 
O’er Europe's torpid regions {pread 
They feem'd enthron’d in gloomy fate, 
To hang o’er A/bion's drooping hend ; 
Supreme in glory yet the Rood, 
Superior to the vapoury flood ; 
And foon, before her kindling eye, 
The fcatter'd clouds difperfing fly, 
In awful glory while appear, 
Red with vindictive flame, the terrors of her fpear. 


Around her coaft, feno’d by her guardian Main, 
Around Jerne’s kindred fhores, 
Hark ! loud Invafion to her baffled train 
In yells of defperation roars. 
Along the hoftile deep they vainly t 
From Britain's thundering barks to fly ; 
heir Fleets, the Victor's trophy, captur'd ride, 
in future battles doom'd to combat on our fide. 


IV. 
Seas where deathlefs bards of yore, 
Singing to the filver tide, 
W afted loud from fhore to thore 
Grecian art and Roman pride, 
) Say, when Carthage learn'd to vail 
To mightier foes her lofty fail, 
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Say, when the man of déhens broke 
W ith daring prow the Median Tyrant’s yoke, 
Saw ye fo bold, fo free a band, 
As Nexson led by Ni/us” ftrand ; 
What time, at Geonce’s high beheft, 
Dread in terrific vengeance drefs’d, 
Fierce as the whirlwind’s ftormy courfe, 
They pour’d on Gallia’s guilty force ; 
And Egy (aw Brirannia’s flag unfurl’d, 
Wave high its Victor Crofs, Deliverer of the World! 


V. 


See floating friendly in the wind, 
The Ruffian Eagle with the Crefcent join’d ; 
And fhall on earth Rome's tow’ring Eagle lie, 
With ruffled plumage, and with languid eye? 
Imperial Ausrata, ‘roufe! while ALsion’s Fleet 
weeps ftern Oppreflion from the Main, 
Send forth thy legions to the embattled plain, 
Till favage inroad turn to foul defeat ; 
Strike with united arm the blow, 
Lay the gigantic boafter low, 
O’er your aftonifh’d fields who trod, 


Deforming Nature, and defying God! 
So thall returning Peace again 
Delight the renovated plain ; 
Peace, on the bafis firm of Faith reftor'd, 
Wrung from Oppseilion’s arm by Valour’s conquering {word! 


SOLUTIONS OF THE CHARADES 
WHICH APPEARED IN OUR LAST. 


FIRST CHARADE. 


A ~~ may be found in the fleep of an hour, 
nd Atm muft be term’d a relation : 
When the table is deck’d in the hall, or the bow’r, 
The Nafiin’s then placed in its ftation. 


SECOND CHARADE, 
In charade the fecond, good folks, I have found 
That a Son is produc’d from his fire ; 
A net {weeps the fiream, though it never was drown’d ; 
And a Senne? of tafte I admire. 





THIRD CHARADE. 
Your riddle, good Sir, I believe isa Budget: 
I'l) pay what's my portion, and never will grudge it. 
7 FOURTH 
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FOURTH CHARADE, 
From Ruffia’s cold region, envelopp'd in fnow, 
The Fur, for the ladies, firft came ? 
An vis the letter no value to fhew, 
Yet never was tinctur’d with blame. 
A bet on an ace has been known to reduce 
A lord to a mere humble fiation ; 
The Furnace, I'm certain, you'll own is of ufe, 
When forming round balls for the nation. 


CHARADES. 


CHARADE i * * 
M Y Firft isa place of defence, 
LY To guard and protect us from foes ; 
Tis fometimes the mantion of fenfe, 
At others a dwelling for beaux. 





My Second’s furrounded by gloom, 
By horror, by darknefs, and fear ; 

For {pectres emerge from the tomb, 
And prophetic to mortals appear. 


My whole is connected with hours, 

And compos’d both of weeks and of days ; 
Yet fo ftrangely reverfe are its pow’rs, 

That both forrow and joy it difplays ; 


For often its hours feem to fly 
More rapid than Mercury’s wing, 
And again they drag heavily by, 
When Sorrow attends with her fting. 


CHARADE If. 


My Firft, like the fluid that flows, 
And reverts to its manfion, the heart, 
Suftaineth the plant as it grows 
Much more than the gardener’s art. 


My Second deriv’d from the fea 
The gift of exiftence and life ; 
My whole, l am fure, you'd agree 


Would make a dull hufband or wife. 


CHARADE IIf,. 


My Firft has been known as an emblem of fiate, 
To bind the intention of kings ; 

"Twill lock up all fecrets as firmly as fate, 
And fecure the moft coftly of things. 
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My Second’s three-fourths of a raufical iound, 
Not drawn from mechanical pow'r, 

But Nature's rich gift, which is oftentimes found 
To enliven the fociable hour. 








My Third is the produce of labour and art, 
Where inftinct is firongly difplay'd : 

When my whole joins my firfi, or unites but its part, 
A contract is then firmly made. 


“4 To Corre/pondents. 


ol e Correfpondents are requefted to fend their refpective Communi. 
cations as early as pofible. From want of attention to this particular, 
the contributions of E. K., Mrs. P., and others of our maft efteemed 
Write » have been neceflarily pofl poned till our next Number. Unle/s 
on te y Jubjects, their articles fiould never be delayed beyond the 
81h Tay ¢ the month, ‘ 


We beg alfo to hint to certain of our Corre{pondents, that, unlefs their 
Manuferipts are more diftinctly penned, the Priater mufl unavoidably be 
led into many mifiakhes. Some articles that reach us, and that feem not 
without merit, are laid afide on account of their being, in different parts, 
illegible. 


C. T. has injulied us, but he never could fupppofe that we fhould im 
Jult our readers, with hisindelicate Verfes. 


An expreffion efcaped our notice al the conclufion (p, 19.) of Dilregard- 
ed Precept, tc. in our laff Number, whieh has jufily drawn a remark 
Srom our refpected Correfpondent Amicus. Ii is faid, that the Heroine 
fell into an eternal fleep. Z/af Death is an eternal fleep, és.a notion pe- 
euliar (we hope) to the Atheifis of a neighbouring country. We are 
forry that we faould have been betrayed into fuch an injurious inadvert- 
éncy, and fincerely apologize for it to Amicus, and our Readers in 
general. 


The Effays enguired after by W. have been a afide, as much too 
fucrile and incorrect for publication, 
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